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“Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”—Acts 26:28.

 

King Agrippa’s tragedy reminds me of a family near my home. They motored to California. Coming back, they were all killed except one—only two miles from home.

 They almost made it back safely. Though they met sudden death such a short distance from home, they were just as dead. And they missed getting home alive just as surely as if they had crashed to death in California.

 The Man in Rock Island
 

A man and his wife attended a revival meeting in Rock Island, Illinois. On the way home he was under such conviction of his sin and his need of a Saviour that he made a U-turn in the road and drove back to the church. He asked for prayer, but he would not receive the Lord and be saved.

 Soon he turned to drink. He lost his good job. He lost his wife. He lost his nice home. He died a suicide, and he lost his soul. He almost got saved. He almost trusted Christ. He almost gave his wife a Christian husband and a Christian home. But almost is not enough! To be almost saved is to be altogether lost.

 I. Agrippa Had His Chance to Be Saved
 

The apostle Paul had many enemies. They hounded him constantly. They beat him. They lied about him. They tried to kill him. Now they had him in chains. He stood before King Agrippa who said, “Thou art permitted to speak for thyself.”

 Suppose you were falsely accused. Suppose you were arrested and you stood before a king or a judge and he said, “All right, you can talk. And you’d better do some real talking! Say anything you have to say.”

 

If that happened to us, most of us would really get us up a real speech in a big hurry! We would tell the judge, “I’m sure that anyone as fair-minded, levelheaded and honest as you can understand that I am innocent of all these charges. And, Judge, here is a list of twenty-five good reasons why I believe you will turn me loose.” We might even pray, “Lord, help me to make a good impression on the judge, and help me to get out of here.”

 But not Paul! Knowing him, we believe he probably prayed, “Lord, help me to win this man to You!” He was supposed to give his defense before the king, but he turned it into an all-out offense to win him to the Saviour!

With just a few words, Paul said he was glad to speak for himself, saying, “I beseech thee to hear me patiently.” Why did Paul want the king to “hear me patiently”? Because he planned to give the king a big line about why he, Paul, should be set free? No, Paul wasn’t going to plead for his own life. He was going to tell the king how he could be set free from the cruel chains of cowardice, pride, lust and sin that held him in bondage, and how he might have eternal life—and he wanted the king to get the message!

 After that brief introduction, Paul got down to the serious business of trying to win King Agrippa to the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul begins by giving his personal testimony. In the next twenty verses, he tells how he met the Lord Jesus and how the Lord saved him. In verse 21 he gives just a passing reference to his accusers. Then he says, “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: That Christ [Now watch—here comes the Gospel!] should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people [the Jews], and to the Gentiles.”

 Paul never tired talking about the Lord Jesus. As soon as he was saved, “Straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20). From that day until he gave his head as a martyr, Paul could say, “I continue unto this day, witnessing.”

 Look at that faithful soldier of Christ! O Lord, give us more men who will use every opportunity to present the living Lord to lost men! Agrippa missed his chance to be saved that day, but Paul didn’t muff his chance to witness. It wasn’t Paul’s fault that Agrippa went to Hell.

 What a golden opportunity Agrippa had! Before him stood Paul, highly educated, the greatest teacher, the most profound theologian and possibly the greatest soul winner of all time. Paul had the answer! He could have answered the king’s questions; he could have settled his doubts. He could have led him to Christ! But the king turned him down. You would expect a king to have some sense. But in this important matter, Agrippa played the fool.

 

“Almost persuaded,” now to believe;
“Almost persuaded,” Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say,
“Go, Spirit; go Thy way.
Some more convenient day
On Thee I’ll call.”
 

As Paul preached and pleaded with Agrippa, Festus, another dignitary present, butted in loudly: “Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.” Paul, you are going crazy. You have too much education. You are out of your mind. Paul settled this rude interruption quickly with a few well-chosen words—and then back to the main business of trying to win the king!

 Even after Agrippa spoke the tragic words, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,” which might seem to end the matter, Paul tried again and said, “I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.”

 He didn’t say, “O King, I wish I could be like you—rich, free, secure.” No, Paul enjoyed riches, liberty and security far greater than anything the king had. Paul wasn’t to be pitied; the king was! Think of it. Paul the prisoner, headed for a Roman dungeon and eventually the chopping block, felt sorry for the king!

 If ever a man had a wonderful opportunity to be saved, to do right, to receive forgiveness and salvation, to escape the damnation of Hell, to begin a new life and start for Heaven, Agrippa had it that day. He almost said yes; but to his eternal doom, he said no.

 

“Almost persuaded,” come, come today;
“Almost persuaded,” turn not away;
Jesus invites you here,
Angels are ling’ring near,
Prayers rise from hearts so dear,
O wand’rer, come.
 

You have your chance right now to be saved. Take it! You could have died long ago and gone to Hell. Thank God you are not out of your mind, that you are not lying on a bed of pain, delirious, unable to think. You could be lying unconscious under the wreckage of a car. Oh, how grateful you should be to Almighty God that you are alive, that you have your right mind, that you can think, and that you can be saved this moment, by receiving the Son of God as your Saviour.

 Think how suddenly you might be struck down with a stroke, heart attack or accident. In less than a few minutes, it might be too late forever to be saved. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). So get saved now, while you can! “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). There is no place in the Bible where it says you can receive the Lord and be saved tomorrow if you reject Him today.

 II. King Agrippa Knew How to Be Saved
 

Note two things Paul said to the king.

 1. “The king knoweth.” Agrippa not only knew about Paul’s arrest and about his lying accusers, but he also knew how to be saved. No man could hear Paul as the king heard him that day and remain ignorant of how to be forgiven and find peace with God.

 2. “Thou believest.” Paul knew Agrippa believed! Believed what? He believed what Moses and the prophets wrote. “King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest” (vs. 27).

 And since King Agrippa believed Moses and the prophets, he believed what “the prophets and Moses did say should come: That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people [the Jews], and to the Gentiles” (vss. 22,23).

 So King Agrippa believed what the Bible of his day, the Old Testament, had to say about the Lord Jesus Christ! He believed what the prophets and Moses said about our Lord’s death and bodily resurrection and His saving work! And even though he believed all that, he was still LOST. Why? Because he would not receive the Lord.

 It is not enough to know about Him. It is not enough to believe everything the Bible says about Him. You must receive Him as your Saviour. “As many as received him, to them gave he power [the authority] to become the sons of God” (John 1:12).

 Agrippa knew about Christ, He believed the record about Christ. But he wasn’t saved, and he knew that too! He was convinced of the truth. But he refused to act rightly on what he knew. He was deeply stirred. He almost yielded to the Lord. He almost said yes. But he said no. And it cost him his soul.

Friend, if you know what the Bible says about how to be saved, I pity you when you stand before God in judgment, for if you do not repent of your unbelief and put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ before it is everlastingly too late, you must answer in judgment for all that you know and for all the opportunities you have had to be saved. It is the height of folly and the most dangerous business to know the truth and not act on it. God will hold you accountable for all that you know and for all that you could know if you really were interested in finding out. You must answer to God for every squandered opportunity you have had to be saved. The more you know and the more light you have, the worse it will be in the hour of reckoning.

III. It Will Be Worse for Some Than for Others in the Day of Judgment
 

“Then began he [Jesus], to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they repented not. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.”—Matt. 11:20–24.

 Our Lord clearly warns that it is going to be worse for the people who heard Him preach and who watched Him perform the miracles, and for those who had more light and opportunity to be saved, than it is going to be for the wicked people of the cities of Tyre, Sodom and Sidon who perished under the judgment of God. If you know how to be saved, and reject the Saviour, it will be worse for you than if you had never known!

 Let us make sure right now that you do understand how you can be saved.

 1. You are a sinner. You were born with a sinful nature. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

 You are “by nature” a ‘child of wrath’ (Eph. 2:3). You are not a sinner because you sin, but you sin because you are a sinner. You are not what you are because of what you do, but you do what you do because of what you are. You are not a liar because you lie, but you lie because you are a liar.

 You say you are not a sinner? that you never have a sinful thought or an unholy desire? You can’t believe that “all have sinned”? Then you don’t believe the Bible. Romans 3:10 says, “There is none righteous, no, not one.”

 

2. The penalty of sin is death. “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Death! death! death!—physical death which drags your body into the grave, and the “second death” which banishes you from God forever.

 “The fearful [that means those who are too cowardly to receive the Lord Jesus], and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”—Rev. 21:8.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ came to pay the wages of sin that you might be saved! God says in Hebrews 2:9, “That he [Christ] by the grace of God should taste death for every man.” Our Lord said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Paul wrote, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (I Tim. 1:15).

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”—John 3:16,17.

 “Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom. 5:6). “God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (vs. 8).

 Why must He die? Because “the wages of sin is death.” This was the only way He could bring us to God—die and rise again from the grave. “Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God” (I Pet. 3:18).

 He demonstrated His love for you by going to the cruel cross and by suffering the horrible death by crucifixion. But He, thank God, “when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). He lives! He is alive, in that crucified body of flesh and bones. Because He “ever liveth,” He is “able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him” (Heb. 7:25).

 The living Man at God’s right hand is the way to Heaven. He is the way to forgiveness. He is the way to peace. He is the way to God. “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (I Tim. 2:5). You must receive Him as your Saviour. The moment you receive Him, the moment you trust Him, that moment you will be saved; for “as many as received him, to them gave he power [the right] to become the sons of God” (John 1:12).

 Now that you have read thus far in this message, you know that you are a sinner and that you cannot save yourself and that the only way you can be saved is by receiving the Son of God as your Saviour. Lest there be some lingering thought in your mind that perhaps you can get right with God by your own efforts, read this:

 

“For by grace [that means God’s unmerited favor—God’s favor to you that you don’t deserve] are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”—Eph. 2:8,9.

And read this: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us” (Titus 3:5).

 According to the plain teaching of these verses, you don’t have the shadow of a chance to be saved by your works. You need something besides your good works; you need God’s grace and God’s mercy. Thank God, He is “rich in mercy,” and He is “the God of all grace.” Friend, don’t trust your own sincerity or your own efforts or even your own religion. If you could be saved that way, you would have something to boast about, but the Scripture says salvation is “not of works, lest any man should boast.”

 If you still don’t understand how to be saved, read this sermon again. Read it until you do understand. This is the most important business you’ll ever tend to. Do it now. Your eternal destiny is at stake.

 Now you know the way. You know what to do. You know you are a lost, helpless sinner for whom Christ died and rose again that you might be saved. You know you can be saved right now by receiving Him as your Saviour and trusting Him for forgiveness and peace. You have the opportunity.

 4. You can know that you are saved. Be certain that you have received Him. If you don’t have that settled, then just stop reading for a moment, bow your head and tell the Lord you receive Him right now, the best you know how, as your Saviour. Say something like this:

 Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a poor lost sinner. I know I cannot blot out one of my sins. I cannot save myself. I believe You died and rose again for me that I might be saved. I now take You as my Saviour the best I know how. I trust You to forgive my sins and to give me eternal life.

 Tell Him that. Mean business about it. And no matter where you are, the moment you do this, and mean it, He forgives your sins, and He gives you eternal life—eternal salvation!

 You say, “But how will I know I am saved?” After you are sure you have received Him, you can be sure you have eternal life because he says so! Where does He say so? In the Bible. “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life” (John 6:47).

 Read those tremendous words again. Remember, they were spoken by the Son of God! HE says that if you believe on Him (that is, if you trust Him, if you commit yourself to Him and depend upon Him for forgiveness and salvation), you have everlasting life right now! The salvation comes in a Person—the Lord Jesus Christ. “This life is in his Son” (I John 5:11). The assurance, the certainty of salvation comes in trusting a Book—the Bible. “He that hath the Son hath life” (I John 5:12).

 IV. AGRIPPA MADE THE WRONG DECISION
Agrippa knew how to be saved, he had his opportunity to receive the Lord, and he almost said yes, but he said no. It cost him his soul. Agrippa had his chance. He knew what to do. He almost became a Christian. He believed about Christ, but he decided against Christ, so he went to Hell without Christ. The Devil got him.

The same thing can happen to you! Don’t put off the decision for Christ you know you should make now.

 Jack and the Squirrel
 

When I was a little farm boy, we had a dog named Jack. He loved to chase cats and hunt any four-legged creature that would run from him. One day Jack and I stood by our back porch. He looked straight south toward the big red barn. Suddenly, he growled, and the hair rose on his back like a Fuller brush. Then, like a shot, he was off to his right and racing at top speed toward some trees down in a little hollow.

 Wonder what’s wrong with Jack, I thought. He looks straight south toward the barn and then takes off like mad, due west!

 I soon knew what was going on, for I saw a terrified squirrel coming from the barn, scampering as fast as it could toward that same hollow! The closer the racing animals got to the hollow, the more clearly I saw that they were headed for the same tree!

 Talk about the Olympics! Man, this was real action. You should have seen that dog go. He never took a second look at the squirrel. He knew where it lived. The frightened squirrel could have gone to a closer tree, but it didn’t. It turned on full speed and headed straight for the same tree Jack was racing toward—and the squirrel got there first. It leaped upon the trunk of the tree, and for a moment I thought it was safe. But the onrushing dog leaped into the air, and as he flew past the tree, he grabbed the squirrel in his jaws. And by the time I got down there, the little squirrel was dead.

 Why did the squirrel get caught by the dog? It wasn’t because he didn’t know about the dog. It wasn’t because he didn’t have sense enough to get for home when he saw the dog. He lost his life for two reasons. First, he headed for the wrong tree! Second, he hesitated just one second too long before he lit out for home. One more second and he could have climbed out of reach of the dog.

 

My friend, you have an enemy—the Devil. He doesn’t want you to be saved. He wants you in Hell with him. Ever since the creation of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, Satan has been busy with every sort of scheme to damn the human race. He is out to get you. Don’t run for the wrong tree! Don’t listen to Satan. He is a liar! He will tell you to climb the tree of good works, the tree of religion, the tree of sincerity, but he knows those trees will fail you.

 Flee to the Saviour who once hung on the tree at Calvary. He will save you. He loves you. He says, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). The Lord Jesus is the ONLY safe refuge from Satan.

 If you die in your sins and go to Hell, it will not be because you don’t know what to do. It won’t be because you don’t have the chance to be saved. It will be because you trusted yourself, or because you trusted in religion to save you. Or perhaps because, like the squirrel, you dilly and dally around, you wait, you hesitate, you procrastinate, you put off being saved.

 There is danger, deadly danger, in delay! “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). One more delay may cost you your soul. You won’t be able to blame God if you send your soul to Hell, for “the Lord is…not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (II Pet. 3:9). Paul wrote, “God our Saviour… will have all men to be saved” (I Tim. 2:3,4). Oh, I hope you don’t perish! I beg of you to receive the Lord Jesus now. It will be YOUR fault if you die lost. It will be because you trusted the wrong thing and refused to trust the Lord Jesus. It will be because you hesitated—you put off salvation just once too often.

 Agrippa loved his sins. He would not repent. What tragedy! A man who knew! A man who had his chance! But a man who played the fool. He was a moral coward. He lost the woman at his side with whom he had no business living. He lost his throne. He lost his “security.” He, who almost became a Christian, lost everything—including his soul.

 The first funeral I ever conducted was of a little blind boy aged nine. It was during tent meetings in Illinois in 1937. I dealt with the parents before the funeral and gave them the Gospel in the funeral sermon and spoke with them after the burial. They would not accept Christ. But they did come to the closing service in the tent. They lifted their hands requesting prayer. But they would not step out and claim the Saviour publicly. A personal worker dealt with them after the service. People crowded around to tell me good-by. But I noticed that the man and his wife and the worker went down on their knees.

 I rejoiced. At last, they are coming to Christ! I intended to get back there as soon as I could free myself from the people, but before I could, the man working with the couple stood up and motioned for me to come quickly. I knelt beside them and asked, “Do you want to be saved?” They said, “Yes.” I thought this would be easy. So I asked them to receive the Lord Jesus. But they would not! I did my best. I reminded them that their little blind son, who had received the Lord, was saved, that he was in Heaven; and that if they wanted to be with him again, they must receive the Lord Jesus too. I tried every argument I knew. I pleaded and warned and begged them to accept Christ. But they refused. Finally, they both got up off their knees and walked out of the tent—unsaved. ALMOST—but lost! They were so close to being saved. They said they believed everything we told them. They came to the meeting. They even got down on their knees. But they left without Christ and without hope.

How different it might have been with King Agrippa! He could have turned to the Lord, and maybe hundreds more would have done so too. This couple could have trusted Christ and gone out of the tent rejoicing that they were saved and that they would see their boy again and spend all eternity with him.

 Oh, my friend, I beg of you—do what you know you should do, and must do, to be saved today. Receive the loving, living Lord now while you can. Choose Christ and Heaven now! Don’t depend on tomorrow.

 “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.”—Jas. 4:13–15.

 An unsaved man heard me preach in Lorain, Ohio. We tried to win him. We talked with him after the service. But he refused to trust Christ. The next day they found him out in the park—dead. If you died as suddenly as that, WHERE would your soul go?

 Right now, while you know that God is speaking to you; right now, while your heart is tender; right now, while you are thinking seriously about it; right now, while you are able, I beg you again, in the name of the Lord Jesus, that you bow your head wherever you are and that you receive the living Son of God as your Saviour. You’ll never be sorry you did. You are facing the greatest decision of your life. You are almost persuaded. Become altogether persuaded, and make the great decision for Christ—NOW.

 

“Almost persuaded,” harvest is past!
“Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last!
“Almost” cannot avail;
“Almost” is but to fail!
Sad, sad, that bitter wail,
“Almost,” but lost.
