[image: image1.jpg]Pillsbury College
and the Loeal Church

By Mr. Douglas Bookman, Active Chairman of Bible & Mr. Samuel Telloyan, Bible Department

Pilisbury _Baptist Bible College is
fully committed to the primacy of the
local church! It is our settled convic-
tion that, in this dispensation, the
local church is God's ordained means
of accomplishing the propagation of
divine truth (evangelism of the lost,
edification of believers), and the pre-
servation of divine truth (maintaining
Goctrinal purity in the face of apostasy
and distortion).

THE SCRIPTURAL_INSTRUCTION
CONCERNING ~ THE  LOCAL
CHURCH

The church was unknown in the
0Id Testament, but is fully and care-
fully revealed in the New Testament.
That New Testament instruction con-
cerning the local church may be sum-
marized as follows:

1. The primacy of the local church
was established by Christ (Matthew
16:18).

At His first mention of the church,
our Lord clearly established that the
church would be the Father's means
of victoriously fulfilling His program
for this age. The historical context of
this passage is critical; Jesus was about
to reveal to His disciples for the first
time that He was going to die, that
the Kingdom they anticipated and
longed for was not to come immediate-
ly (Matthew 16:21). In anticipation of
that, the Lord initiates in a dramatic
way'the program to be utilized by the
Father during that time when the
Kingdom promises await fulfillment.

“1 will build my church; and the
gates of Hell shall not prevail against
it

2. The program of the local church
was established by Christ (Matthew
28:18-20)

In the Great Commission, our Lord
described carefully the work of the
focal church in this age. The outreach
of the church's ministry is clearly
identified: “all nations;” and then the
outlin of that ministry is established
in similar clarity in these verses.

Aninitial supposition: “Having gone
into all the world.” This is a partici
ple: it establishes the assumption that
there can be no accomplishment of

A Sy 0

this Commission apart from the will-
ingness of believers to accept the de-
mands of discipleship laid down by
Christ in the Gospels.  This word,
though a participle, has the force of
an_imperative. Christians are_under
obligation to pursue the salvation of
the lost and the edification of be-
lievers.

A primary command: “Disciple all
nations." Discipleship begins with con-
version; evangelism is, of course, very
much a part of this word, and thus is
part of this Commission. This is the
only imperative in the Great Commis-
sion; “discipling”_entails all that is
involved in winning a lost soul and
then bringing that soul to maturity in
Christ.

Two accompanying commands: ”. .
. baptizing them . . . teaching them all
things whatsoever | have commanded
you.” Both of these verbs are partici-
ples; they describe the means by
which the main verb (“disciple”] is
fully accomplished. Baptism has to do
with consecration, bringing the con-
vert faceto-face with the demands of
God upon his life, showing him that
he is dead to sin and alive to Christ,
and that he must confess that to the
world. Teaching has to do with edifi-
cation, the process of growth and nur-
ture by which the believer is brought
to maturity and stability in his spiritu-
al life.

Thus does Jesus Christ, in the last
moments before His ascension to the
Father, outline the ministry of disci-
pling in this age. I is the conviction of
Pillsbury College that such a ministry
can be fulfilled only through the local
church, that the Great Commission is
intended to be carried out through
the agency of local churches, In any
locality where all of Matthew 28:18-20
is fulfilled, where men and women are
evangelized, baptized, and stabilized
in the whole counsel of God, it will be
accomplished through a local church.

3. The progress of the local church
is illustrated in the historical example
of first century believers, as recorded
i the book of Acts.

The examples of the churches at
Jerusalem and Antioch, of the churches

established throughout the Mediterra-
nean world, the Apostle Paul — these
all speak eloquently to the primacy
and the program of the local church in
this age. The Biblical sequence of
Matthew 28:19, 20 is clearly reflected
in Acts 2:41-47.

Salvation: “they that gladly re-
ceived his word;”

Identification: “were baptized.” By
this, the converts identified first of all
with the Savior who had died for them,
and secondly with the body of be-
lievers who  worshipped and served
that Savior.

Association: “and the same day
were added unto_them about three
thousand souls.” There is no place in
Acts for isolated believers. God de-
mands that every Christian associate
himself with others of like faith that
they might care for one another and
share in the work of the Lord.

4. The purpose of the local church
isclearly explained by Paul (I Timothy
5),

The apostle refers to the local
church as the “pillar and ground of
the truth.”” The “pillar” in the archi-
tecture of that day was that which
held the edifice aloft and made it
attractive to the world. The “ground”
was the buttress, the bed-rock founda-
tion which kept the building firm and
strong, kept it from crumbling. In
verse 16, Paul reminds us of the fact
that the truth of the Gospel is pre-
cious, that it is worthy of preservation
and of propagation. “Without contro-
versy, great is the mystery of godli-
ness” (3:16). In this verse, the apostle
establishes the truth that it is the
church which i the “pillar and ground”
of that truth. Thus if the truth is to be
displayed before the world in its
gory, if men are to be drawn 1 the
Gospel (the “pillar”), and i that truth
is to be preserved in purity, if it is to
withstand the distortions and false
teachings of apostates, (the “ground”),
it will be through the feithful watch
care and zealous ministry of local
churches! This is God's design; it is a
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design of infinite and timeless wisdom,
one which cannot be improved upon.

THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF
THAT SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTION

Given this full and careful instruc-
tion of the New Testament concerning
the local church, what ought to be the
place of the church in the thinking of
Christians today? It is the conviction
of Pillsbury College that every believer
ougnt to recognize the primacy of the
church in the work of God.

1. In the evangelism of the lost.

This is not to deny the responsibili-
ty of the bellever to be a personal wit-
ness to those about him. It is simply
toassert that God's organizational pro-
gram for evangelism is the local church,
and that every other organizational
means ought to be rejected.

Christians have often been offered
altornatives to the local church. Men
of fine character have, with honest
motives, suggested that perhaps the
local church is obsolete, that modern
times demand more modern methods.
But such alternatives are always de-
ficient, for several possible reasons.

First, they often involve compro
mise. The whole counsel of the Word
s not preached; certain supposedly
“peripheral”_or “non-essential”_doc-
trines are jettisoned for the sake of
cooperation in evangelism. This Is
to disobey the Biblical command to
maintain truth in its purity.

Second, such alternatives are often
powerless, in that they do not involve
a display of the Gospel's power to
change lives. Many modern methods
of evangelism involve a “one-shot”
approach. This is good as far as it
goes, but it neglects a very important
aspect of the Gospel. God uses the
testimony of a changed life as an
“evident ‘token” of the truth of the
Gospel (Philippians 1:27, 28). Only
the local church can provide such a
permanent, on-going testimony. Be-
Tievers in a church are indigenous to
the community they are endeavoring
to reach; they live there, work there,
shop there. Thir lives are on display
constantly, and thus God can use
their testimony — by deed and by
word — to soften the hearts of men
toward the Gospel. It is this clement

of Gospel outreach which is so often
neglected in modem methods which
are conceived as an “improvement”
upon the local church.

Thirdly, manmade alternatives to
local

churches are often parasitic.
3 can exist only by
g the life from local churches.
This is especially true in recent days,
when many have become enamored
with monolithic Christian organize-
tions and movements. Though such
massive_organizations are impressive
by man's standards, they do not
measure up nearly so well to Biblical
standards. However, the real tragedy
is that these mammoth movements
cannot exist without sapping a great
portion of the finances and energi
of Christians who, according to Scrip-
wre, ought to channel those monies
and energies through the local church,
Because of the glamour and super-
ficial success of these parachurch
movements, many believers are con-
vinced that they ought to shift their
allegiance away from the local church—
which must suffer by comparison—
and to the more grandiose work. To
do i to disobey the clear teaching of
Scripture.

2.In the edification of the saints.

Again, this is not to deny that there
are areas of life in which education
i not the responsibility of the church
(For example, the parents’ respon-
sibility to their children.) Nor is it to
say the individual believer can grow
lethargic because the church is to do
all his work for him. Indeed, the church
is an assembly of believers; nothing is
accomplished by the church unless in-
dividual Christians are busy about the
Father's work.

It s to say, however, that the only
organizational means of instructing,
rebuking and disciplining believers es-
tablished and endorsed by the New
Testament is the local church. Indeed,
given the fact that the church is such
an integral and allpervading aspect of
the New Testament pattern and pre-
cept, it is inconceivable that a believer
could be instructed in the whole
counsel of God, and yet be encouraged
in faithlessness to the local church.

3. In the establishment of doctrine.

Once more, this is not o suggest
that no local church will ever aposte-
e; both history and Scripture put

thelie to such a claim. It is simply to
say that God is interested in main-
taining truth throughout this age. The
only way to accomplish this is to
decentralize authority. Itis clear from
history that truth has been preserved
not by shackling individual believers
and assemblies to the totalitarian con-
trol of some central hierarchy which
establishes creed and doctrine, but by
setting believers free to study the
Scriptures themselves, to align them-
selves, with others who believe as they
do, and to propogate the truth which
the Spirit has ministered to them
through those Scriptures. All across
the world are assemblies of believers
who possess the Word of God, who are
indwelt by the Spirit of God, and who
give themselves to the study of Scrip-
tures. In the infinite wisdom of God,
He has provided the local church as
that organization which provides the
exactly proper balance between soul
liberty, careful discipline, and limited
influenice that will enable the truth to
be properly understood and cherished
by ‘a godly remnant throughout this
age.

THE SPECIFIC APPLICATION OF
THE SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTION
TO PILLSBURY COLLEGE

Pillsbury is not a local church. A
number of local churches recognized
that there was an aspect of ministry to
young people that they could accom-
plish more effectively n a cooperative
effort than they could individually.
Thus, they called into existence this
college. We answer directly to local
churches; we are established upon the
“pillar and ground of the truth.” We
are given to the business of training
young men and women to o the work
of God. As such, we carefully stress
their responsibility to the local church.
It is not the desire of anyone at this
college to replace or to eclipse the
Iocal church; it is the aim and intent of
Pillsbury to serve local churches by
equipping young people in such a way
that they will be “Thoroughly fur-
nished” to follow God's leading and
do His bidding in their indivicual lives.
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