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Hebrews committed to the flames of
the fumace, the king leamed who that
God was wiho could deliver His own.
Daniel 4: Nebuchadnezzar's pride
once again conquered him. He had
been warned that if he took too much
to himself, God would humble him.
But after a military victory, the king
was overcome with his own accom-
plishments, and thus, God humiliats
him by cursing him with insanity for
seven years. Upon his recovery from
that season of madness, Nebuchadnez
zar penned a full account of his ow
rebellious spirit and the judgment
God, closing it with a psalm of praise
to Jehovah, who does indeed rule in
o Continued on page 4
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2ll the affairs of men. That account, penned by King Ne
buchadnezzar and i d throughout his kingdorm,
was included by Daniel in his prophecy and hes come dowr,
to us as the fourth chapter of that book.

Appeal might well pters five and six, in
which two other pagan Kings, Belshazzar of Babylon and
Darius of Medo-Persia, were powerfully impressed with the
same principle. But let it be understood that the great ang
blessed teachment of Daniel s not just that our God shall
rule, but that He ule. To be sure, no sin can be laid t

12rge, and no man can hide behind the truth of God's
rule as an excuse for And yet, as inscrutable as
L5, It is nonetheless a truth of ineffable blessadness that
fehovah God “liveth forever, Whose dominion Is an oy
sting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation o

eneration.”
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[image: image2.jpg]The book of Daniel is usually
thought of s a collestion of prophetic
visions, basic and central o a proper,
pre-tribulational understanding of end:
time events. It s certainly that! But at
the same time, that book is a histor-
ical chronicle. Now, given the reality
that the consideration of past events -
history - is generally greeted with far
less enthusiasm than the consideration
of future events - prophecy - it is not
surprising that the historical aspect of
the book of Daniel is much overlooked
by students of the Old Testament. But
this s terribly unfortunate.

The believer loves to ponder the
Biblical revelation concerning the judg
ment to befall this earth and the sub.
sequent victory to be won by our Sav-
four, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a de
light 0 be reminded that, as dark as
the hour may seem, God has estab-
lished His purposes for mankind, and
His will shall be accomplished in that
dey when He dispatches His Son to
judge the world, and then to persona
Iy reign over a cleansed earth.

But what of all those years of his:
tory which have preceded and are per
haps yet to precede the Parousia of our
Lord? Is God's control of the events
of_history any less complete than His
control of the end-time drama we
know as the Second Coming? The
grand principle which underlies all of
the book of Daniel answers that ques-
tion. The man Daniel was used of God
o teach the rebellious nation of Israel,
and through them all nations of the
earth (Dan. 4:1,34-37), that God's do
minion “is an’ everlasting dominion,
and His kingdom is from generation to
generation ... He doeth according to

His will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth.”

Daniel ministered to the nation of
Israel during the days of the Babylon
ian captivity. He was taken among the
first small group of hostages carried
off by Nebuchadnezzar in 605 B.C.,
and he witnessed the arrival of the
hordes of captive Jews brought to Bab-
ylon in 597 and 586 B.C. He heard
the distressing accounts of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and of Solomon’s
fabulous temple. And it was against
the backdrop of these horrible events,
and through the experiences of the
pagan conquerors and kings who en-
slaved Isracl, that God unfolded the
series of historical episodes which fi.
nally established the truth that He
alone sits in ultimate control of all the
events of the universe. Thus, in order
to understand the way God forcibly
established this principle, it is nec-
essary to enumerate some of the work-
ing principles of the pagan mind of
that day. For instance, 1) the pagan
mind was polytheistic (a belief in
many gods). Thus, that pagan was not
offended by the claim of another na-
tion to have a god distinct from his
own, or even by the claim that that
foreign god wes more powerful than
his own. But he was enraged by any
suggestion of a forcign nation that
their God was the only true God, and
that his gods - with all of the trappings
of priests and ritual that so enslaved
the minds of common men, and thus
enabled the king to maintain control -
were only empty lies and manipulative
contrivances. 2) The pagan mind had
convinced itself that when nations
went to war, it was not so much a
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struggle between their gods. Thus,
when Rabshekah challenged Jerusaler
and her king, Hezekiah, he in reality
challenged Jehovah, the God of lsrael,
insisting that none of the gods of other
nations had been able to deliver them
from Assyria (Ise. 36:4-21). 3)The
pagan mind assumed that when a na
tion was defeated in batti, it was a
necessary conclusion that the gods of
the conquering nation were - at loast
at that time - more powerful than the
gods of the defeated nation, and thus,
more worthy of worship. For this
reason, when Judah fell captive to Bab»
vlon, the name of Jehovah, God of the
defeated nation, was in terrible danger
of being disreverenced and blas
phemed. It was inevitable that men
would ook with contempt upon that
God who had at one time intervened
50 powerfully on behalf of His people,
but who now seemed so totally impo-
tent to protect her from the Babylon-
fans and their “gods.”

With this historical and philosophical
backdrop in mind, let us survey briefly
the first four chapters of Daniel, the
chapters which recount his experience
with Nebuchadnezzar, to see how God
did overrule to establish the truth that
He reigns over all the carth, even in the
midst of such terrifying times.

Daniel 1: The young man Daniel is
taken captive, along with three faithful
friends, and are given the select privi-
lege of training as part of Nebuchad
nezzar's official cabinet. However, the
young men immediately confront a
dilemma: Are they to eat of the king's
meat, much of which is levitically un
acceptable, or are they to jeopardize
their status and their lives by refusing

Continued on page 2





[image: image3.jpg]Hereat the College we try very hard
 keep the student costs at a mini-
um and at the same time provide a
sality education. Even with our rola
vely low cost, it Is very difficult fi-
ncially for stidentsto stay in school.
am greatly concerned for the many
udents who were not able to return
is semester because of lack of funds
At Pillsbury, we do try to help our
adents find jobs and we also help
any in a financial way. Last year, for
ample, 277 students received a total
 $178,477.96 in financial aid. This
d ‘was in the form of bank loans-
cked by the College, Christian Work-
's Scholarships, Minnesota Grant.In-
id,_Missionary Grant Scholarships,

o SISt

ance Fund, to be used by other stu
dents in the future. Maybe you can
help our Pillsbury students by contrib-
uting to the Student Assistance Fund.
Your gifts to Pillsbury College and to

the Student Assistance Fund are great-
Iy appreciated

I trust you have had a_blessed
Christmas and that 1982 will be a|
most fruitful year for you. We apprec-
iate all of you who help us here at the|
College t0 do a job for the Lord. We|
do very much covet your prayers
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Joseph A. Rammel, Ed.D., L.H.D.
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M. Kevin Sims

Mr. Kevin Sims, chairman of the
history department at Pillsbury, was
recently nominated to the 1982 - 83
edition of Who's Who in the Midwest,
a publication which recognizes out-
standing achievement in a variety of
fields by residents of the midwestern
United States.

Mr. Sims holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree and a Master's degree in his-
tory. He was nominated to Who's Who
by the American Historical Associa-
tion in recognition for his master's the-
sis research on the fundementalists in
America during the 1950's. Mr. Sims
joined the faculty of Pillsbury College
in 1978 and became Chairman of the
History Department in 1979.
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s fare and maintaining obedience to
e Law of Moses? Notice that the
ntest between the gods of Babylon
d the God of lsrael is already in
. These foods were undoubtedly
fered ceremonially to idols before
ing set before the Hebrews. Daniel
d his companions trusted God, and
: marvelously protected them, so
ich so that the king himself was
azed (1:18-20).

Daniel 2:  Nebuchadnezzar has a
eam which, by virtue of its repeti-
n, troubles him so that he cannot
p. He demands of his pagan wise-
both the dream and the interpre-

tation, and they in chorus confess that
they cannot fulfil his command, that
“none other can show- it except the
gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”
After this impassioned admission of
the impotence of Babylonish gods,
Daniel appears before the king and
declares “There is a God in heaven
that revealeth secrets.” The dream and
its interpretation are revealed, and the
power of Jehovah is established. No-
tice, too, that the dream itself teaches
Nebuchadnezzar that it was not his
fictitious gods who brought him to
power, but Jehovah who placed him
there, ‘and would displace him at His

will

Daniel 3: Nebuchadnezzar's pride
drives him to erect a statue, and to
demand that all men bow down befors
it. The three companions of Daniel,
now installed in places of leadership
in the Babylonian government, refuse
to bow down. The king publically
challenges them, giving them one more
chance to worship the image, and de-
manding to know, if they refuse to
bow down, “Who is that God that
shall deliver you out of my hands?”
(3:16). Notice that Nebuchadnezzar
recognized this as a-Contest with Jeho-
vah. And when he had those three

Continued on page 3





