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Pilsbury College is committed to the
principlo that the believer ought to be dis
tinctive. God expects His children to “love
not the things of the world,” but to eschew
all that is charecteristic of the Satan-doming-
ted world system and to cherish the stand-
ards of morality and righteousnass 5o clearly
enunciated in the Seriptures. In no area of
fife s this struggle toward distinctiveness
more important — or more fraught with dif-
ficult decisions and newly emerging issues —
than in the matter of personal fashions. The
world happily acknowledges that the way an
individual grooms himself is in fact a state-
ment, a declaration about what values he
holds dear, what ettitude he wan's to por-
tray to those about him, and with what
broad section of sociaty he is anxious to
identify himself. Given this mentality, the
Christian must alweys be concerned about
his awn appearance, taking care that he does
not carelessly communicate to those about
him & message which would compromise or
even destroy the testimony of the Gospel —
a Gospel given, after al, to make men new
creatures.

But what standards should rule with ref-
erence to_the personal appearance of the
child of God? Ought we to dress as did the
first century belizvers? Must we summarily
reject every style which finds accentance
with society, simply because it s acceptable?
s God honared most by the "dowdy” look?
The issue which faces every generation of
rightminded believers who struggle with the
fssue of personal fashions is simply. this:
“Where do we draw the line?”

Perhaps the most important passage of
the New Testement in regard to this issue is
1 Timothy 2:9, 10. As Paul instructed Tim.
othy concerning the work of the Lord in the
very wicked and progressive metropolis of
Ephesus, he laid down a clear and authori-
tative mandate concerning personal fashions.

“In like manner aiso, that woren adorn

themsalves in modest apparel, with shame-
facedness and sobriety; not with broided
hair, o gold, or pearls, or costly array. But
(which becometh women professing godl-
ness) with good works.”

Although in its context this pasage deals
with the appearance of women in the public
worship services, it nonetheless onunciates
four basic Biblical principles concerning per-
sonal fashion that may be applied o al be
lievers in every situation. Those four princt
ples may be briefly summarized es follows:

1) Appropriateness. The apostie enjoins
women to “acdorn themselves in modest ap-
pare.” The word. translated “modest” is
‘kosmios; the idea is appropriateness, orderli-
ness, that which is fully in harmony with the
situation and with the testimony of the wo-
man. Woest states: “The apparel must be
congruous with, fitting o, and consistent
with what she s, a child of God.” Certain
apperel might be appropriato in ane situz-
tion, but not in anather. On the other hand,
many of the fashions adopted by the world
would_never be_appropriate for  beliover.

2) Modesty. The word tranlated “shamo-
faceciness” bears the idea of moral reserve,
propriety, delicacy, or seemliness. Lenski de-
fines it s a “spirt of moral sensibility which
shrinks from transgressing the bounds of pro-
priety.” 1t is an inner, Spirit-wrought revul-
sion against that which is unseemly for a
Christian, a holy concen that propor bounds
never be overstopped. The apostle here warms
us against the attitudo that longs to get a
dlose to worldly, questionable fashions and
styles as possible; he exhorts the believer to
develop a spirit of modesty and seemliness
which  happily ebides safely within the
“bounds of propriety.”

3) Sanity. The term “sobriety” speaks of
seneness, soundness of mind, selfcontrol.
0. Edmond Hiebert defines it as a “well-ba-
anced state of mind resulting from habitual
selfcontrol.” Fashions often tend toward
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the bizarre, but beliovers ought always to b
characterizad by selfcontral, by that moral
discipline which issues from & mind controk-
Ted by God and His Word.

4) Humility. Fashions all too often be-
come @ means of personal aggrandizement;
the individual who can better afford a fine
wardrobe develops a contemptuous attitude
toward thse who cannat, and then uses that
fashionable attie to reinforce his fesling of
superiorty. In Pauls day, this was the sirit
that motivated some to attend worship serv-
ices attied with “broided hair, gold, pearis,
and costy array.” There is  place for le-
gant apparel, but such finery is inappropriate
for gatherings whero it shames the poor and
only gives indication of a proud and ostente-
tious spirit. In every situation, the believer
must gie all diligence to insure that he is
most obviously adorned with “that which
becometh those professing godliness, name-
Iy, good works” (I Tim. 210; cp. I Peter
325,

These, then, are four Biblical principles
Paul articulates with regard to personal fash-
ions. The Bible s a book of principles. It is
only evidence of spirituel immaturity and
lethargy to expect that the Scriptures will
provide for s a clear mandate — a “Thou
shalt . .. or & “Thou shalt not . . "~
for every conceivable issue that arises. On
the contrary, the Lord expects believers to
discern the principles of His Word, and then
1o follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit
i applying these principles to the specific
issues with which they aro faced. At Pills
bury, the basic set of principles with which
questions of personal fashions are handled
are these: 1) appropriateness; 2) madesty;
3) saneness; and 4) humility. They are taken
directly from | Timothy 2:9, 10

In the lfe of an institution, such zs Pills
bury Callege, the applicatian of these princi-
ples is rendered more difficult by at least
two factors. First of al, the fact that at Pills
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[image: image2.jpg]We are_thankful for the students
God has directed to us this year. Many
who wanted to come, however, were
unable to do so because of financial
reasons. Financially, this past summer
was a rather difficult one for Pillsbury,
too. How grateful we are for those

who remembered to pray for us and
our needs. This is our 25th Anniver-
sary as a Bible College and we are an-
ticipating the greatest year yet

Individuals can become a member
of the 25th Anniversary Club. The
book, Histary of Pillshury Callege,
will be given to all who participate in
the club with a minimum donation of
$25.00.

Reports are coming to the office, of
churches and individuals who are show-
ing their support for the College
through their gifts. Above the yearly
missionary support, onechurch already
pledged $100.00 for each of Pillsbury’s
25 years. Another pastor said that he
knew his members would join the 26th
Anniversary Club. The pastor sent the
money for his members and they will
pay the church back through a month-
iy payment plan

Harvest Festival Days are going to
be the groatest over. Harvest Festival
Days (September 24, 25, & 26) will
include College Days, Alumni Week
endand Harvest Home. | hope you cen
be with us for these and other special
activities during our 25th Anniversary

lrela

Joseph A. Rammel, Ed.D., L.H.D.
President
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bury there are many students at various lev-
el of spiritual maturity, who must nonsthe-
less bear a corporate testimony to the com-
munity, intensifies the problem. We are well
aware of the reality that that tastimony can
be destroyed, at least in part, by the wick
edness of just one member of the college
family. If just one student is allowsd to live
unto the warld, if the school knawingly tol
erates wickedness and worldliness in that
one, although the balance of the college fam-
ily maintains a proper testimony, our Gospel
Ioses its pungency end power. Our convic
tion is that, given this fastor, itis expedient
tohave objéctive codos of conduct and dress,
and to implement clear, definable, testable
standards, in order that the stand of the
school might be made clear, and that the
testimony of the school might be protactec.

“This suggests the second factor which in-
tensifies the difficulty of maintaining proper
standards of fashion at a Bible college, name-
Iy, the tendency toward legalism. Legalism
is the atituds that conformity to outward

standards of any sort can produce spiritual-
ity. It s the spirit that says, “If | do this —
cut my hair, wear proper clothes, or what
aer — | will be spiritual.” True spiriwality
says, “Because | am spiritual, begause the
Spirit already controls in my life, | il hap-
pily conform to these stendards, which are
only designed to enhance the testimony of
Christ.” Legalism regards conformity as the
source of spirituality, and that conformity
is empowered by the flesh; spiritualty re-
gards conformity as the fesult of spiritual
maturity, and that conformity is empowered
by the Holy Spirit. Objective standards are
not legalism (cp. Exodus 20:1-17 for a list
of ten rather well-known objective stant
ards). But the presence of objective stend-
ards can breed legalsm, f not carefully and
prudently administered. We at Pillsbury find
ourselves in this tension: Wo see 8 definite
need for codes of conduct and dress which
wil protect the tesimony of the schoel, and.
yet we are anxious that our students never
fall prey to the delusion that, “having begun
in the Spirit” they can be “made perfect by
the flesh.”

SPECIAL NORTH STAR EDITION

In commemoration of Pillsbury’s
25th Anniversary, the September/Oc-
‘tober issue of the North Star Baptist,
a publication of the Minnesota Baptist
‘Association, will present a special sec-
tion concerning the history of Pillsbury
College.

Featured will be the following art-
icles: The Christian School in Amer:
can_Education, by Dr. Joseph A

Russell Dell, Academic Dean; and A_
Brief History of Pillshury Baptist Bible
Callege, by Dr. Larry Pettegrew as
summarized by Mr. Dell Johnson,
Chairman of the Christian Education
Deaprtment.

Also included is a pictorial section
honoring the men and women who
have served on the Board of Trustees.

Those desiring & copy of this speciel
issue of the North Star may obtain one
by sending $.35 o the Minnesota Bap-
tist Association, 5000 Golden Valley
Road, Minneapolis, MN 44322
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How are these two factors reconciled?
Just @ they are reconciled by Paul in the
New Testament. Pillsbury students aro daily
exhorted to “follow after (pursus, strive for,
espire to) righteousness, godliness . . .
they are enjoined to give themselves to mai
taining the sort of personal testimony which
will enrich the corporate testimany of the
school, and to that end, to submit happily to
the standards and codes enacted for their
welfare and the college’s witness. But those
students are reminded that that pursuit is
one for which God elone can provide the
power, that the good fight they are waging
is & “fight of faith” (I Tim. 6:11, 12). Thus,
simple outward conformity, motivated and
empowered by the flesh, avails nothing with
God. The standards are there; the rules are
made clear and are enforced. But the princi-
ple that God-honoring conduct can Issue
only from a heart and life given over to God
and His purposes is kept perpetually before
the students. It is only thus that we at Pills-
bury, as individuals and as a callege family,
can “walk worthy of the vocation where
with we have been called.” W





