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Pillsbury College is committed to the doctrine of Biblical Inspiration. This doctrine is the foundation of all other beliefs and practices at Pillsbury. In fact, we not only believe this doc​trine, hut we have literally staked our
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Eternal destiny upon it. We are what we are, we do what we do, and we going the direction we are going because we believe the sixty-six books ol the Old and New Testaments are "the inspired Word of God."
Harold Lindsell states as the thesis .of his book - The Battle for the Bible, ". . . Biblical inerrancy is a theological watershed. Down the road, whether it takes five or fifty years, any institution that departs from belief in

an inerrant Scripture will likewise de​part from other fundamentals of the faith and at last cease to be evangelical in the historical meaning of that term. This is the verdict of history" (pp. 120-121).
Pillsbury College has taken an un​compromising stand for the inspira​tion and inerrancy of scripture through​out its history and Pillsbury continues to take that uncompromising stand today. In this day of compromise and redefinition of this key doctrine, Pills-bury College is committed to the doctrine of scripture taught by our Lord Himself when He said, "Thy Word is truth" (John 17:17). This commitment to Biblical inspiration has made Pillsbury College the Biblical institution that it is today.
The purpose of this paper is to present a brief Biblical explanation of the doctrine of Biblical inspiration to which Pillsbury College is commit​ted. Since belief in the inspiration of the Bible results in belief in the iner​rancy and authority of the Bible, these doctrines will also be briefly considered. The authority of this pa​per is the testimony scripture gives concerning itself. This self-authentica​tion of scripture is accepted because if one cannot believe the Bible's testi​mony concerning itself, then one can​not accept its testimony concerning anything else. Furthermore, if the Bible is to possess supreme authority among men, as it claims to do, it can​not be other than self-authenticating since there is then no higher authority to authenticate it.
BIBLICAL INSPIRATION
A basic doctrine of Biblical inspira​tion may be developed from the famous
words of the Apostle Paul in II Timo​thy   3:16,    17.   This  passage  states, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc​tion in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly fur​nished  unto   all   good   works."   The doctrine of Biblical inspiration is clear​ly revealed in the first clause of this passage. And since the key word in this clause, the Greek word theopneus-los   which   is   translated   "given   by inspiration of God," appears nowhere else in the New Testament, this passage h;is special importance. Theopneustos is   ;i   compound   word   consisting  of llu-   roots  /lien  (God)  and pneustos (breathed).   He-cause theopneustos   is passive in ils usage, it should be trans​lated  "breathed  of God." Therefore, tliis   word   teaehes  that  all  scripture was   literally   breathed  out  of God's mouth.   It    teaches   that  scripture  is God's Word, just as truly as any other word   lie  has spoken. Note that it is not  the writers of scripture who were inspired,   but   rather  the  writings  of scripture.  The words of scripture are the   very   words   of God.   Since  the words and not the writers of scripture were inspired, it is obvious that Biblical inspiration is not a special human inspired or a special state of conscious​ness experienced bythe human auth​ors of scripture.
Warfield states concerning the Greek term llicopneustos, "What it says of script me is, not that it is 'breathed into by God' or is the product of Divine 'inbreathing' into its human authors, but that it is breathed out by (Jod, 'God breathed,' the product of the creative breath of God" (The In-

spiration and Authority of the Bible, p. 133). Warfield goes on to say that no other term could have been used which could have "more emphatically asserted the Divine production of Scripture" than this one.
This passage of scripture states that the scriptures are God's product. The doctrine of Biblical inspiration teach​es that God, by means of the Holy Spirit, so con trolled the human authors of scripture that what they wrote down as scripture was exactly what God intended to be written down. The words the human authors of scripture recorded as scripture were breathed out of the mouth of God.
The inspiration which is taught in II Timothy 3:16, 17 can be further described as a verbal inspiration. The word scripture (graphe) means "the writing" or "the thing written" (i.e. script). The use of this word in this passage is a proof of the verbal inspira​tion of scripture. This word shows that the writings—the very letters and words of the Bible—were breathed out of God's mouth. Therefore, it is not the thoughts of the Bible which are in​spired, but rather the very script and writings of scripture. This is verbal inspiration.
The word "all" (pasa) in II Timo​thy 3:16 teaches that this verbal inspi​ration of scripture is also a plenary inspiration, including all of scripture. This means that all of the canon of scripture, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments was breathed out of God's mouth. The Bible does not teach a partial inspiration of scripture, as some believe today, in which scripture is only infallible in matters pertaining to salvation and not
in facts of history, science, geography, etc. This passage clearly states that all scripture is inspired.
II Timothy 3:16 is the clearest explanation in the Bible of the doc​trine of inspiration. However, the Bible is replete with further testimony con​cerning its inspiration. Over 3800 times the Old Testament declares that it conveys the express words of God. It does this by various phrases such as "Jehovah said," "Thy word," "Hear the word of Jehovah," "Thus hath Jehovah said unto me," etc. In the gospels Christ gives consistent testi​mony to the fact that the scriptures arc the Word of God. He said, "It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail" (I.uke 16:17). He said scripture could not he broken (John 10:35). He called the Old Testament "the command​ment of God" and "the Word of God" (Matthew 15:3, 6). The apostles also gave consistent testimony to the fact I ha I the Bible is God's Word. Paul, lor example, constantly used the Old Testament in his epistles, referring to it as the authority and foundation for what he said. The expression "as it is written" referring to the Old Testa​ment occurs 17 times in his epistle to the Romans. Paul also states that the preaching of the apostles (I Thess.2:13 and the writings of the New Testament (Rom. 16:25-26) are the Words of God. It is obvious that if the words of scripture mean anything, they leach that it is God's Word.
One question many have is, "How did God communicate His inspired Word through human instrumentali​ty?" And though the origin of scrip-line is divine, the mode of its trans-

mission to man through the human authors of scripture is to a great degree a mystery to us. It is analogous to the mystery of the divine and hu​man natures of the one person, Jesus Christ. The Bible obviously teaches that God in His providence used men that He had prepared before-hand to record His "inspired word." Godspoke through these human authors of scrip​ture without overriding their distinc​tive personalities or literary styles. These men were "... moved (lit. "borne along") by the Holy Ghost" (II Peter 1:21), in a manner which is to a great degree, a mystery to us. Yet, the result was the Word of God breathed out of God's mouth and communicated to man through the personalities and styles of the various human authors of scripture.
Biblical inspiration is not distation through human machines or a heighten​ing of human genius or the idea that the thoughts the Biblical writers re​corded were inspired but their very words were not inspired. True Biblical inspiration is rather the control of God by means of the Holy Spirit over the authors of scripture so that what they wrote down is exactly what God intended to be written down. This inspiration which is both verbal and plenary was accomplished by God without overriding the human authors distinctive personalities or their liter​ary styles. Since God is truth (Titus 1:2) and all that was written down was His word out of His mouth and there​fore exactly what He intended to be written down, then all that the Bible contains must be truth. This leads naturally to the doctrine of Biblical inerrancy.
BIBLICAL INERRANCY
Biblical inerrancy means that scrip​ture is without error and free from all falsehood or mistake. This doc​trine of Biblical infallibility teach​es that all that the Bible states will come to pass, has absolute author​ity and cannot be proven false or mis​taken. These two doctrines are very similar and sometimes they are used interchangeably. For the purpose of this paper the term inerrancy will be used to refer to both ideas.
Biblical inerrancy is true for three obvious reasons. First, if scripture is inspired (as defined above) it must of necessity also be inerrant. Since God is absolute truth (John 3:33), His words must also be absolute truth. Secondly, the testimony of scripture is unanimous that the Bible is free from error in any part (John 17:17; Prov. 30:5, 6). Lastly, if a person does not believe in the inerrancy of scrip​ture, he makes the Lord Jesus Christ— who always upheld the truth of the Old Testament (Matt. 5:18; John 10: .VS) a liar and thus denies the deity of our Savor.
1t should be noted that the doctrine of inerrancy, strictly speaking, only applies to the original recording ol scripture, called the autographa. Tin- Bible nowhere promises that the transmission of the Biblical text will be without any error. Nor does it pro​mise that one manuscript or family of manuscripts will completely preserve the  autographa. In accordance with I facts, we insist that any alleged contradictions or errors in our copies ol scripture involved either errors in interpretation or in transmission.

In spite of this fact there is no need to doubt the trustworthiness of our present texts of scripture. We believe God has preserved His word so that the text we possess today is the very Word of God. Since God took such care to reveal His inspired word to man, He has, no doubt, preserved that Word through the ages (cp. Jer. 36: 27ff). God has not chosen to miracu​lously preserve the original autographa but in His providence He has preserved His word so that it has been kept pure in all the ages. This true Word of God can be ascertained with great accur-racy from the available manuscripts. We have utmost confidence in the text of scripture that God has pre​served for us because of the doctrine of preservation and also because of the evidence of the Biblical manu​scripts themselves. There are far more Biblical manuscripts today than there are for any other ancient documents. The interval of time between the earli​est Biblical manuscripts and their ori​ginals is also significantly less than with most ancient literature. Also, there is no decently attested variant reading in all the Biblical manuscripts which would make the slightest differ​ence in the doctrinal teaching of the Bible if it was substituted for the reading of the approved text. There​fore, we can have the utmost confi​dence that the text of scripture we have today is the very Word of God.
BIBLICAL AUTHORITY
The doctrines of Biblical inspiration and Biblical inerrancy lead of neces​sity to the doctrine of Biblical author​ity. The inspired and inerrant Word of God demands authority in all areas of our lives. We must believe all that

it teaches and practice all that it commands. It is the compass, polestar, answer book, and road map for all areas of our lives. All other opinions are to be tested by it (Is. 8:20). The eternal word of God will be our judge in the last day (John 12:48). There​fore we say with David, ". . . my heart standeth in awe of thy word" (Ps. 119: 161). However, if the inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible are destroyed, then its authority is gone also. Of necessity, these doctrines will stand or fall together.
Pillsbury College stands solidly on the doctrine of Biblical inspiration and thus we believe in an in​spired, inerrant, and authoritative scripture. The gospel we preach is "according to the scriptures" (I Cor. 15:3, 4). The doctrine we teach is based on ". . . the scripture . . .given by inspiration of God and . . . profit​able for doctrine ..." (II Tim. 3:16). The mind-set of our graduate is thus a Biblical mind-set which is in contra​distinction to the skepticism, agnos​ticism, rationalism, subjectivism, and humanism of our day. We are Biblicists who believe that the Bible is a God-breathed divine book which is absolute truth and demands and deserves to have absolute authority in every area d| our lives.
AI Pillsbury College we commit our​selves with confidence to the God whose ", . . word is settled in heaven" (Ps. I l9:8) because we are convinced by I he inner testimony of the spirit that "the grass withereth, the flower failetli: but the Word of our God shall stand forever" (Is. 40:8).
