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By Dr. Wendell D. Mullen,
Pastorology Department

The fact that Pillsbury Baptist Bible
College is deeply committed to the
Biblical doctrine of separation is well
documented. For those who are not
informed, it should be stated that this
college 'is a stewardship of the
Minnesota Baptist Association, a fel-
lowship ~ of fundamental Baptist
churches _here in Minnesota. ~ On
August 14, 1980, the Association
passed the’ following resolution:

“WHEREAS there is a growing
softness among certain professing fun
damentalists who dishonor the Biblical
doctrine of ecclesiastical separation
by publicly and organizationally fel-
lowshipping  and cooperating with
known and confessed New Evangel
icals, and in some cases by castigating
Biblical _fundamentalists, and

BE IT RESOLVED that we the
messengers of the 121st annual as-
sembly of the Minnesota Baptist As-
sociation reaffirm the Biblical doctrine
of total and complete separation, as
taught in the Word of God, from all
forms of heresy and ecclesiastical apos
tasy.” North Star Baptist, Sept. - Oct.
1980, p. 20.

In the Faculty Handbook for 1980 -
81 on page 13 you will find the fol-
lowing resolution adopted by the Pills-
bury College trustees:

*"Reaffirm past action dated October
31,1964, thatvisiting speakers and par-
ticipants shall be Baptist, not interde-
nominational; fundamental, not liberal;
separatist, riot new evangelical; pre-mil-
lennial, not amillennial; dispensational,
not covenant or reformed in theology;
autonomais, not ecumenical in church
relationship; pre-tribulational, not post-
or mid-tribulational with regards to
the rapture.”

In the September, 1980, edition of
the Pillsbury Bulletin Mr. Russell Dell,
Pillsbury’s “academic dean,  clearly
states that students attending this in-

stitution will be taught by men who
are:
“1. Baptist by conviction;

2. Separatists rather than new-evan-
gelical;

3. Dispensational in their theologi
cal approach;

4. Committed to the_doctrine of
verbal, plenary inspiration and_the
doctrine of inerrancy in the originel
manuscript;

5. Pre-tribulational, pre-millennial in
eschatology;

6. Committed to the doctrine that
the local church is God's institution
in this age for both the propagation of
the gospel to the unsaved and the
teaching of the saved; and

7. Putting their theology into prac-
tice by preaching, soul-winning, teach-
ing and participating in local churches
in a variety of other capacities.’”

I. THE DECLARATION OF BIBLI-
CAL SEPARATION

The Minnesota Baptist Association,
the Pillsbury College trustees and the
Pillsbury College administration have
all declared themselves concerning the
Biblical doctrine of separation. It is
the prayerful determination of every-
one responsible for the ministry of
this Bible college that it shall ever be
true to the clear teachings of God's
Holy Word concerning separation. It is
our conviction that obedience to the
Biblical doctrine of separation is God's
only provision for preservation from
apostasy. Our primary mandate is
taken from the Word of God, our only
authority in matters of faith and
practice.

11. THE DEFINITION OF BIBLICAL
SEPARATION

1. The Biblical doctrine of separa-
tion is both negative and positive. It
is God's call “from" compromise and
complicity with evil and “unto” Him-
self. It is God's command that be-
Tievers never become unequally yoked
with unbelievers in acommon purpose:

political, moral, or spiritual.

2. This doctrine includes both per-
sonal and ecclesiastical separation. Per-
sonal  separation protects believers
from worldliness, not from contact
with evil in the world, but from com-
plicity with and conformity to it
(John 17:15; James 4:4, | John 2:15 -
17). Ecclesiastical separation preserves
the ministry of our churches from
toleration of, accomodation 1o, co-
operation with, contamination by and
capitulation o the insidious forces
of apostasy. (Il Cor. 6:14-18)

3. In the OId Testament the pri-
mary emphases of this doctrine is in
relationship with God's chosen people,
Israel. Some of the most beautiful
passages in the Old Testament are
those which record God's pleadings
wiith Israel to be separate unto Himsel.
Hear this challenge given to lsrael
through Moses, “Now, therefore, if ye
will obey my voice indeed, and keep
my covenant, then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all
people ye shall be unto me a
kingdom _ of priests, and an holy
nation.” (Exodus 19:5,6) Review the
first two of the ten commandments,
“Thou shalt have no other gods before
me. Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image . . . Thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them nor serve
them: for | the Lord thy God am a
jealous God.. . . (Exodus 20:4,5)
Listen to the heartbeat of God's love
for His people as instructions are given
them prior to their possession of the
Promised Lend, " t out many
nations before the . .. make no cov-
enant wiith them . .. neither shall thou
make marriages with them . . . for they
will turn away thy son from following
me, that they may serve other gods . .
destroy their altars . . . break down
their images . . . for thou art an holy
people unto the Lord thy God: the
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be
a special people unto Himself . . . the
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Lord did set His love upon you . . .
(Deut. 7:1-7) Our hearts may respond
with excitement and joy as we read
the conclusion to King Solomon’s
dedication prayer after the completion
of the temple in Jerusalem, “'For thou
didst  separate_them (Israel) from
among the people of the earth, to be
thine inheritance . . " (I Kings 8:53)
Again and again we see both the pos-
itive and the negative aspects of Biblical
separation taught in tho Old Testa
ment. God's people were a special
chosen remnant drawn in love unto
God for His holy purposes. They
were taughtnot to be unequally yoked
with unbelievers, not to marry the hea-
then, not to make political or military
alliances with them. God assured His
people again and again they did not
need alliances with the Egyptians, or
other_heathen nations. He promised
that He would protect them, provide
for them and exalt His name among
them if they would but be obedient
0 Him in their separation from the
apostasy of the heathen about them.
It is sad to note as in reading
through the pages of the Old Testa-
ment that lIsrael often violated her
separation, turned to the heathen gods
and entered into politicl alliances in
an effort to save themselves from their
enemies. Every Bible reader knows
that such disobedience always leads to
backsliding, apostasy, and judgement
1l Kings 17 and |1 Chronicles 38
are two of the most heart breaking
chapters in all the Word of God. They
tell of the destruction of Samaria and
Jerusalem and the deportations of
both Israel and Judah. God clearly tells
us the reasons for these_judgements:
the children of lsrael had
nst the Lord their God
walked in the statutes of the heathen
they served idols . . . but they
mocked the messengers of God, and
despised His words, and misused His
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord
arose against His people, till there was
1o remedy.”
4.1n the New Testament it is much
the same; God in His love has redeemed
a special people unto Himself through
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ. He has instructed and com-
manded that His people of this dis-
pensation be holy and separate unto

Him. He repeats for the believers of
this church age what he had said of
Israel in the Old Testament, “But ye
are a chosen generation, a royal priost-
hood, an holy nation, a_peculiar
people; that ye should show forth the
praises of Him who hath called you
out of darkness into His marvellous
light” (Exodus 19:2; | Peter 2:9)
In 1l Corinthians 6:11-18 God
gives two very clear commands, "Be
not unequally yoked with unbelievers
“"and “Come out from among
them, and be ye separate . . . But,
notice, He gives eight promises to
believors who will obey: “Ye are the
temple of the living God . . . | wil
dwell in them . . . walk in them
be their God . . . they shall be my
people . .. | will receiveyou. . . and
be a Father unto you . . . ye shall be
my sons and daughters ..

11l. THE DELINEATION OF BIBLI-
CAL SEPARATION

Just @ every generation of Christ-
ians s responsible to evangelize their
own generation, it is necessary for
each generation 1o identify, expose,
and oppose every source of com-
promise and apostasy. It is self evident
that all fundamental Christians must
maintain their historic separation from
modernism, pagan religions and false
religious cults. It is also evident that
we must continue to resist the decep-
tive philosophies of those who_call
themselves New Evangelicals. Their
philosophy of inclusivism s just as
unbiblical as it was in 1948 when
articulated by Dr. Ockenga.

It is important to point out that in
every generation there is a new form
of Satanic_deception ever seeking to
persuade fundamental Christians to
abandon their separation and join in
the ecumenical efforts of apostate
Christendom. The_danger we face in
1880 is alluded to in the resolution by
the Minnesote Baptist Association as
quoted at the beginning of this article,
Professed Fundamentalists have joined
coalitions with New Evangelicals, Lib-
erals, Catholics, and Mormons in an
effort to bring about a political and
moral reform in America. Note:

1. They have led many Fundamen-
talists o disobey |1 Corinthians 6:14,
17,

2. They have favorably publicized
the Roman Catholic apostasy.

3. They have given credibility to
the Mormons as being Christians.

4. They have entered into fellowship
with the New Evangelicals.

5. They have misplaced the great
commission and have caused great
canfusion both to the saved and the
unsaved. God has not called us to a
ministry of moral reformation or na-
tional survivall

6. They have plunged head-long into
2 new form of the old social gospel
by seeking to improve society through
conversative coalitions. The old social
gospel  sought to improve society
through education, legislation, and
religion. This new social gospel of
canservative coalitions seeks to do the
same through morality and politics,
While seeking to “Christianize” Amer-
ica they will paganize their churches
They have disobeyed God in becoming
yoked with unbelievers.

A PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF
THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF SEP-
ARATION TO PILLSBURY COLLEGE

Pillsbury Baptist Bible College has
a mandate from God and from the
churches to train young people for
service to the Lord Jesus Christ in and
through fundamental Baptist churches.
It is our prayerful determination to
nurture them i the full counsel of
God, Itis our urgent concern that none
of them be lost to compromise and
apostasy. It is our burning desire that
they be strong in their Biblical con-
victions, fervent in their love for lost
souls and well informed as to the issues
of our day.

In_our stewardship of training
preachers and missionaries we are
determined that they learn to make
full proof of the ministry: exposition
of the Word; evangelization of the
wayward; and exposure of the present
evil world system.

Pray with us that Pillsbury Baptist
Bible College, the young people com-
mitted to our trust, and the churches
from which they have come, be ever
true to their commitment to the
Biblical doctrine of separation and
that we all know the full blessings
God has ever promised to those who
are separated unto Him.
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