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Dr. Paul Levin
INTRODUCTION
MEET PAUL LEVIN
THE AUTHOR OF THIS UNUSUAL MESSAGE
IS AN UNUSUAL EVANGELIST
By Evangelist Bill Rice
Twenty years ago the Bill Rice Ranch was in its infancy. I had never met Paul Levin but I had heard of him and I wrote to invite him to speak to the young people I hoped would come to the Ranch that summer.
The day our paths crossed with that of Paul Levin was a wonderful, wonderful day for both the Ranch and for me!
He was here that first summer for both youth weeks. He has been here every day of every week of every year of every youth camp from that day until this! There is absolutely no way in the world to exaggerate the worth of Dr. Levin's ministry as far as the help he has been to me and my family and the thousands of teenagers he has preached to at the Bill Rice Ranch through these good years.
A GODLY MAN
Dr. Levin is a tine, clean, wholesome, godly Christian gentleman. In all of these twenty years I have never one time known him to say a mean or unkind thing
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about anyone else. I have never known him to say anything that could not have been said on the platform of the John R. Rice Tabernacle before a great group of young people. I have never known him, in private, to even hint at anything that would not honor Jesus Christ.
A GENEROUS MAN
Through these years we have found Brother Paul to be generous with everything God has given him. He is generous with his money. More than that, he is generous with his time. After preaching several times daily and helping with the recreational program, I have still known him to spend an hour alter the evening service in counseling with some teenager who needed his help. And his lovely wife, Dot, shares in this generosity, Because of ill health she cannot always accompany him. But she is always willing for him to go from coast to coast where he is needed in the Lord's work.
A BUSY MAN
Paul Levin is a full-time evangelist. And to be the kind of evangelist a man ought to be is a full-time job!
But Dr. Levin also maintains a strong radio ministry. His messages are heard in many states on many different radio stations.
In addition to that, he is head of Bible Tracts, Incorporated. This is one of the nation's largest tract ministries. He has sent millions of gospel tracts from coast to coast and—in other languages—around the world.
He is also on the Board of the Bill Rice Ranch, Incorporated.
When he comes to the Ranch in the summer he brings his "office" with him. He sets up an office in Stallard (our guest building) and works on

Correspondence, makes radio broadcasts, writes gospel tracts, etc. He speaks every morning and every other evening. During the afternoons he is always on the athletic fields. He is not only a good athlete who thoroughly enjoys playing ball but young people love this friendly man who is always ready with a word of congratulations or sympathy!
ONE STEP AT A TIME
Our family has been greatly blessed by this message, "One Step at a Time." We heard it for the first time twenty years ago and we have heard it scores of times in the years that followed. And this is a message I never tire of hearing. I am so glad it has been put in print that thousands and thousands of people who may never have the privilege of hearing Dr. Levin in person may still be blessed by his message in print.
This is great preaching. It is the kind that changes lives. We confidently expect to hear that this message in print is a blessing to those who read it just as we have known of it blessing those who have heard it.
With a warm handshake, Yours in Christ Jesus, Bill Rice
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GOD'S WILL
FOR YOUR LIFE
It is very probable that God wants you to marry. In the Bible, marriage is commended but not commanded. "Marriage is honourable..." [Hebrews 13:4]. It may not
be God's will for you to marry. If so, remember—it is better to be single and be happy than to be married and miserable. There's something a lot worse than being single, and that is to be married to the wrong person.
Some of you can't wait to get married so you can leave home. You don't want Dad and Mom telling you what to do. You want to be "free." So you rush to the wedding.
You think that marriage is freedom and happiness. Not always! Quite often it is the beginning of tears, sorrow, misery, and a ruined life.
You should read some of the letters I've gotten from young people who are in the depths of misery because they married the wrong person.
A young lady wrote me about how her husband abused her, beat her, treated her like a dog, and she signed her letter—"A lifer." A "lifer" is one sentenced to

prison for life. No wonder someone has said, "Marriage isn't just a word; sometimes it is a sentence." Thousands of people are sentenced to lifetimes of drudgery, despair, tears, frustration, and agony because they shook their fist at God and said, "I'll marry whom I want."
Some say, "Pick 'em by their looks." That's the way some people buy automobiles—by their looks. Especially some women—they don't care if the car has wheels or a motor, just so it has a beautiful upholstery!
Besides, your sweetie-pie may not always be as beautiful or handsome as. he or she is now.
Girls—wait till you see that "handsome" fellow 25 years from now—shirt off, pot-bellied, bald-headed, spindle-shanked, and bowlegged!
You are not going to be living just with his or her "looks." You are going to live with that person's disposition. Better check on that... his or her behavior.
But you can't always tell by that either. Before they are married he looks at her so sweetly, holds her coat for her and says, "Put your little arms in there, Honey." But some of them, a few weeks after the wedding yell, "Hurry up! Get your coat on! It's time to go!"
Before the wedding he's always hugging her. When they walk down the sidewalk he gets a "half nelson" on her so tightly her head is cocked over to one side like a bird in a snare. She can hardly walk! She just stumbles along as he pulls her over to him with his arm around her neck.
She thinks it's wonderful! For the next 40 years of married life, everywhere they go, he's going to hug her with the "half nelson." What-a surprise that poor girl is in for.
Someone has said, "Love is blind, but marriage is a real eye-opener." Another has said, "Marriage is like
eating in a cafeteria. You pick out what looks good and pay later." It's not always that way, but too often it is.
In this business of getting married, you need God's wisdom. Solomon was the wisest man living until he acquired 700 wives and 300 concubines (mistresses). A little boy learned about Solomon in Sunday school. The next day he said to his school teacher, "Solomon had 700 wives and 300 porcupines!" He thought Solomon had gotten stung. And he had—badly.
You would be wise to pray, "Lord, keep me from getting involved with anyone I should not marry." And when you know you should not marry that person, quit dating him. If he or she is not right for your mate, then they are not right for your date.
Some say, "Try living together for a while. Then decide if you want to marry." Hebrews 13:4 says, "Marriage is honourable hi all, and the bed undeflled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge."
Before you "shack up" in a school dormitory, a motel or in your apartment, you had better read Revelation 21:8, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death."
The way to get God's best for you—the best school, the best job, the best work, the best church, and the best husband—is to obey God one step at a time. There are many one-legged Christians who do not want to obey God and take the next step in the will of God.
Psalm 73:24 says, "Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory."
God says He will guide you with His counsel. And believe it or not young folks, He knows more than you do!
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He knows what's best for you. He knows what will bring you the most happiness. And God is offering to guide you with His knowledge and His wisdom and His counsel.
Psalm 48:14 reads, "He will be our guide (for how long?) even unto death." So God is offering to guide you with His wisdom and His counsel all your life.
In Proverbs 4:11 we read, "He will lead thee hi the right way." We are told that according to the Hebrew, verse 12 should read like this: "As thou goest, step by step the way shall be opened up before thee." Notice the words "step by step."
Psalm 37:23 says, "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord." Remember the word "steps" again. Proverbs 16:9, "The Lord directeth his steps."
There again is that word "steps."
Jeremiah 10:23 reads, "It is not in man to direct his steps."
What does that mean? It means that you and I don't know enough to run our lives. Does a four-year-old boy know enough to decide what to eat, what to wear, where to go, and what to do? No. That's why he has a mom and dad—to decide for him and to guide him. The boy left to himself wouldn't eat green beans, spinach, or cooked carrots. He would live (and die) on fudge and ice cream! We had better let God direct our lives.
Proverbs 3:5-7, "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear the Lord, and depart from evil."
God is saying to you teenagers, "I love you. My Son died for you. You can be saved and you can go to Heaven. And not only that—I will guide you all your life. I will
guide you with my perfect wisdom, and I will guide you every step of the way."
Let God save you and guide you. He will keep you out of a lot of trouble, sorrow, heartbreak, tragedy, and tears.
You are young. You have your life ahead of you. You have the privilege now—if you don't botch up the job and if you'don't blow it all—you have the privilege to let Almighty God direct your life, step by step. And every step in the will of God is a step toward happiness and joy and peace and usefulness and Heaven.
If you miss God's plan for your life, you will miss the best life you could have had, for "God gives His best to those who leave the choice with Him."
Now note carefully Psalm 119:105, "Thy word is & lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." A lamp to my feet... it says that first. Then it says it also is a light to my pathway. Before God's Word becomes a light to your pathway, it first has to be a lamp to your feet.
You see, as long as you are on your feet, you can only go one step at a time. You can climb on a motorcycle down by the dining room and the next time your foot touches the ground, you can be downtown in Murfreesboro, 9 miles away.
You can take your foot off the ground in New York City, board a 747, and the next time you put your foot down on the ground, you can be in Paris. But you have to be in an airplane to do that. However, as long as you are on your feet, the only way you can travel is one step at a time.
Now notice what the Bible says, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet." What does that mean then? That means, God's Word is a lamp for your next step.
10

The Christian life is not a joy ride; it is a joyful walk.
The Christian life is an onward march; it is a race to be run.
THE PARABLE OF THE FOOT LIGHTS
I read that in another part of the world they tie a little lamp on each ankle. Now watch how this works.
Imagine they have a little light on each ankle. It's dark, and there is a crooked pathway ahead. As they step forward with that right foot, the light in that little lamp shows enough of the pathway ahead for the next step.
Those little lamps aren't like a beacon light that shoots a ray of light two blocks ahead. Those little lamps will only show the light for the next step. That's all they show. But when the wearer takes that step, then the light on that foot shows the next step and so on, step by step, down the pathway.
The way to see further ahead down the pathway, is to go as far as they can see now. When they take that next step, the light on that foot shows the light for the next step, and that is all the further they can see. They can't see any further down the pathway until they go as far as they can see, and that is one more step.
So when they take that one step, the lamp on that foot shows the next step, and they just keep going one step at a time.
There might be a sharp rock on the pathway, or a nasty rattlesnake coiled there, or a scorpion, or something else dangerous. So each step is taken carefully.
And when they take one step they see the light for the next one, and so on. They can say, "These little lamps that I have tied on each foot are the lamps to my feet, because they only show each step." But as they follow the
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light step by step, then they can turn around and say, "Not only are these little lamps the lamps to my feet, but they are also the light to my pathway, one step at a time."
That's what the Bible is—a lamp or the light for the next step. Now, if you take that step, then God will show you the light for the next step.
The way to see further ahead in the will of God is to go as far as you can see now, and that's the next step. When you take that step, God will show you the next one. Why should God show you the steps far ahead if you are not willing to take the one He is showing you now?
You take the first step and then the second and then the third and on to the fourth. You don't take the first step and then the fourth and then the seventh! God's Word is the light to your feet for the next step—not for the next year or two ahead.
So, you follow the Lord step by step from the time you are saved until you meet the Lord face to face. What does He want you to do now? You do that. What does He want you to do next? You do that. After a while you can turn around and say about God's Word, "Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and has also become a light to my pathway, one step at a time."
That's the way you know the will of God. And that's the way it works. Now this is a Bible principle.
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HOW GREAT BIBLE CHARACTERS KNEW GOD'S WILL FOR THEIR LIVES
When the Apostle Paul got saved, he was heading for Damascus in Syria. On the way, the Lord slaps him down. Here he is lying on his face in the dust and there is a great light from Heaven and he is blinded.
He hears a voice. Somebody is speaking but he doesn't know who it is. But he knows this; that whoever that person is that knocked him flat, He is bigger than him. So, he is ready to give up. He is not going to fight Him. No sir. He is ready to cry, "Uncle."
So, while lying there on his face, he says, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" [Acts 9:6].
Did the Lord say, "I'm going to change your name to Paul? I'm going to make a great missionary out of you, and you are going to travel all over the Roman Empire. You are going to establish a lot of churches. You are
12
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going to write Romans, I and II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I and II Thessa-lonians, I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and I haven't yet decided whether or not I will have you write Hebrews."?
Is that what the Lord said? No. The Lord said, "Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall fee told thee of all things which are appointed for the® to do" [Acts 22:10]. The Lord just showed him the next step.
Now suppose Paul would have gotten stubborn about it and said, "I don't want to go to Damascus. Why do you want me to go to Damascus? I want to go to Jerusalem."
If he had gone to Jerusalem or to Rome or Ephesus or to some other city maybe he'd have never gotten the directions that God had for him in Damascus. He wouldn't have gotten the light for the next step,
When Paul said, "What do you want me to do?" and the Lord said, "Go to Damascus,'" Paul didn't argue about it. He just went right to Damascus, and there he got the directions for the next step. In other words, he took the next step that God wanted him to take.
ABRAHAM
Look at Abraham. The Bible says, "He went out, not knowing whither they he went" [Hebrews 11:8]. Be just walked with God step by step. Once he spent 15 years in disobedience and during that time he never received another commandment or another promise.
It might be dark up ahead, but there's plenty of light for the next step! "But if we walk in the light, as he is In the light, we have fellowship one with another" [I John 1:7],
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You won't walk alone. When you walk in obedience to the light God gives, He walks with you to comfort and strengthen you.
PHILIP
Look at Philip. He's preaching to great crowds in
Samaria. The angel says, "The next step for you is to leave the busy work you are doing here, leave the crowds, go out on the desert road." (Acts 8.)
Did the angel tell him why? No. Did he say, "The Secretary of the Treasury of Ethiopia will travel that road and you are going to win him for Christ"? No.
I wonder what Philip would have thought If God had told him that. "Lord, you mean to tell me that that big wheel from Ethiopia will be there?"
That would be like God telling you to get out on a country road because the Secretary of the Treasury of France would come by and you would have the high honor of meeting him. You'd get all spruced up and get down there pronto!
All God said was, "Get down on that desert road." He obeyed and when he got down there God gave him the next step.
If Philip had not taken that first step to the Gaza road, he never would have known the second stop.
That's the way Ruth found Boaz, her husband! Read the Book of Ruth. See how she obeyed step by step.
She said to Naomi, "What do I do next?"
Naomi said, "Do this." 
Ruth got her instructions from God through Naomi. Ruth obeyed one step at a time and the pathway led straight to Boaz. They married and their son Obed was
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David's grandfather, and through that line Christ came into the world to be our Saviour.
TAKE THE NEXT STEP
I know a young fellow who was educated for the ministry. He wasn't in the ministry as yet. He was working in electronics. As he walked down the pathway of the will of God, he prayed, "What do you want me to do next Lord? What's the next step?"
The Lord said, "I want you to quit your job."
"I can't quit my job."
"Why can't you?"
"Because I have a wife and six children, that's why. And they have to eat."
You see the Lord didn't know he had all those kids and that they had to eat!
You say, "How do you know He didn't?"
Because the Lord will never ask you to do anything that you can't do. So if the Lord tells you to do something, and you can't do it—all you have to do is tell Him.
Like tithing. If you can't afford to tithe, tell the Lord. He doesn't know you can't afford to tithe. If the Lord knew you couldn't afford it, He wouldn't ask you to do it. Just explain to Him!
"Why do I have to quit my job?"
"I'm going to give you a church."
"Where is the church?"
"Never mind where the church is, you quit your job. I want you to trust me."
"Well, Lord, you give me the church and I'll quit the job."
"No, you quit the job and you'll get the church."
Finally he said, "All right, Lord, I'll take that next

step and I'll quit my job."
He might have said, "Lord, if my wife starves to death and my kids starve to death, it is going to be your fault." Obey God and leave the consequences to Him!
The man quit his work on Monday. I imagine he went to work and said, "I'm quitting my job." Perhaps they thought he had gotten a promotion, or a better job. Nobody quits his job unless he has a better job somewhere else, you know.
"You are going to quit your job?"
"Yes, sir, I've already quit."
"You have another job?"
"No."
"What are you going to do?"
"I'm going to pastor a church."
"What church?" they asked.
He said, "I don't know."
HE GOT THE CHURCH
Without even knowing where the church was that he was going to pastor, he quit his job. I know this man, and we had meetings in his church. He quit his job on Monday and Thursday of that week he had his church, and he had a wonderful ministry there.
Now then, that's the way you know what God wants you to do. You take the next step in the will of God and when you take that one He shows you the next one.
16
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CHAPTER THREE
TEENAGER-
TAKE THE NEXT STEP
Some young people say, "Brother Paul, my big problem is that I want the Lord to show me what He wants me to do when I'm twenty-one."
"How old are you now?"
"Fifteen,"
I've got some news for you. God is not going to show you when you are fifteen what He wants you to do when you are twenty-one. God isn't going to show you when you are fifteen where you'll be living, to whom you'll be married, how many children you will have, whether you'll live in a $50,000 brick bungalow or in a little frame house, whether you'll live in Chicago or the Philippines. God won't give you the light on these matters. He'll show you what your next step must be. He'll show you what He wants you to do when you are fifteen.
Your problem is not, "What am I supposed to do when I'm twenty-one?" Your problem is, "What am I supposed to do right now?" That's your problem.
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You say, "I want to do God's will when I'm twenty-one; how can I know what God wants me to do then?"
If you do what God wants you to do right now and obey step by step every time God shows you what He wants you to do, if you'll do that and follow the Lord step by step right now, if you will keep it up when you are sixteen and seventeen and eighteen and nineteen and twenty, when you get to be twenty-one you will know what you are supposed to do!
THE FIRST STEP
What does God want you to do right now? That's the big question. If you have never accepted Christ, that's the first step. You see, right now you are not on the pathway of the will of God. You are on the broad way that goes to Hell. And so what God wants you to do first is take that one important step that will take you off the broad way to Hell and over into the pathway of the will of God.
"Enter ye hi at the straight gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go hi thereat: because straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."—Matthew 7:13, 14.
"Broad is the way"—that's where the crowd is. If you are chicken, afraid to accept Christ because you can't stand a little ridicule and you have to be like everybody else, you'll just go on with the crowd and go to Hell with the crowd. But I hope you don't.
Take that first big step right now and turn your life over to Him. The Bible says you are a sinner (Romans 3:23) and that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). But Christ died for your sins (Romans 5:8), and when you
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Receive Him and trust Him to save your soul—immediately you are off the broad way to Hell and on the narrow path to Heaven. That first step is the difference between life and death, Heaven and Hell.
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name."—John 1:12.
AFTER CONVERSION—WHAT NEXT?
Let's imagine you are fifteen years old and you have just received Christ.
"What do you want me to do next, Lord?"
"I want you to be baptized." So you take that step.
"What's the next step?"
"Join the right church."
"Next step?"
"Read your Bible every day."
"All right, what's next?"
"Pray every day."
"Next step?"
"Go to church faithfully. Go to Sunday school and church Sunday morning. Go back to young people's meetings and church Sunday night. Attend Wednesday night prayer meeting. Go every night during evangelistic meetings and missionary conferences."
"What's the next step?"
"Tithe."
"What did you say? Me tithe?"
"Yes, I want you to give one-tenth of your income."
Teenagers tithe?      .
Yes, sir!
You'd be surprised if you knew how much money teenagers of America spend. How much do you suppose the young people spend just on beer, tobacco, rock
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records, and rotten literature? You can afford to tithe. "What else?" "I want you to get the best grades that you can get in
school."
So you do that, because if you do not get as good
grades as you are capable of making, you are not as good
a Christian as you should be.
"What else do you want me to do, Lord?"
"I want you to make your own bed and hang up your
clothes."
"Me? Make the bed?"
"Yes, you make the bed and clean up your room."
"Well, my mother cleans up my room."
I'd be ashamed of myself if I were a teenager and my
mother had to make the bed and put away the shoes and
hang up the clothes. You must be terribly lazy! "Next step?"
"Don't go to the high school prom." "But they were going to elect me king and my tootsie
as queen. If we don't go the kids and teachers will laugh
at us and say we're crazy."
Well, let them! Paul wrote, "All that will live godly hi Christ Jesus will suffer persecution" [H Timothy 3:12].
Maybe your next step is to put your arms around your dad and mom and say, "I'm sorry for every time I've sassed you, stomped out of the room, slammed the door and pouted when I didn't have my own way. I'm sorry I haven't acted like a mature Christian. I've been acting like a baby—a spoiled brat."
Young people, if you will just follow the Lord that way and stay on course, you will have a wonderful life.
You will meet the right people at the right time under the right circumstances.
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God has the future all lined out for you. You see, God has a goal for your life. And between that goal and where you are now, there are many steps. Between here and God's goal for your life there is the right job, the right church, the right school, the right wife, the right husband.
Just keep right on going in the will of God and eventually He'll have you where He can use you and bless you and make you a blessing to others.
But supposing somewhere along the line you get rebellious and stubborn about it and get out of the will of God. You come down the line of the will of God and say, "All right Lord, what's the next step?"
The Lord says, "I want you to go to a certain Bible college."
"But I want to attend the state university."
You had better go to the Bible College! And you had better go to the right one. It's all right to write for the catalogs and all that and pray about it, but when you get a clear leading as to which school you should attend, go to that one.
Many a young person has had his or her life completely smashed all to pieces because he went to the wrong school. If you get off the course somewhere back here, by the time you get down there where you would have come to the goal that God had for you, you would be clear off course, and unable to take the steps He had ready for you.
You had better get to the right school! I'd most certainly go to a Christian college. Don't say, "I'm not afraid to attend the state university. These atheistic professors won't get me with their bunk about evolution. They won't wreck my faith."
They won't try to ruin you the first day of school.
22

They'll just begin dropping doubts into your brain little by little. Eventually you'll begin to wonder if the Bible is true. The first thing you know you've been brainwashed. It won't be long before you will laugh at the Bible, blaspheme the name of God and ridicule your mother's faith. Then what? Sin, misery, a blasted life, maybe a' damned soul. That's happened to many young people who have gone to state universities.
A preacher once famous in gospel preaching circles pastored a church with such crowds they had to have two morning services. Then he attended a liberal school. It weakened his faith. He joined the National Council of Churches and went from bad to worse. He's on the garbage dump today—disapproved and no longer serving God and winning souls.
If that could happen to him, a prince of preachers—and it did—it can happen to you. So you had better ask God where He wants you to go to college and follow His leading.
Maybe in that school is where you are going to meet that boy or girl that God wants you to marry some day. A girl said, "I went to Bible college to get went with—and I ain't got went with yet." All she had in her little head when she went to Bible college was to get a boyfriend.
You don't go to the right school to get a wife or a husband. You go there in obedience to God in order to get the education God wants you to have that you might be equipped for the service He has called you to do. You go there to study and work and get good grades. If God wants you to meet the right boy or girl there, He'll tend to that.
Oh, how important every decision is! If you get to the right church or the right job or the right school, maybe that's where you will meet the right boy or girl.
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Brother Ron Comfort went to that little town of West Milford, West Virginia and conducted a revival meeting and there is where he met his wife.
He didn't know she was there before he went. Just imagine if he hadn't gone there!
Dr. Bill Rice met Cathy in Dallas. Supposing he had been in Chicago right then!
Pete Rice (a son of Dr. Bill) met Annette at Tennes​see Temple Schools. What if he hadn't gone there? What if she hadn't?
Bill III (another son) and Mary met at Bob Jones University. It's important where you go to school!
Jim Stoutenborough met Joan in Illinois. Good thing he wasn't out in Nevada. He's mighty glad he stayed in Illinois.
I met Dorothy, my wife, in a revival meeting! I'm surely glad I went.
Billy Renstrom met Ruby in Struthers, Ohio. Her dad was an evangelist. He came to conduct meetings in the town where Billy Renstrom lived, and Ruby, the daughter, came along.
You see, every step is important. If you are supposed to be in church, you had better be there. You don't know what might be hanging on that one decision. If Billy hadn't gone to those meetings, he wouldn't have met Ruby!
You say, "Lord, what do you want me to do now?" and you do it. Then He will show you the next step, and the next. He won't show you any more until you obey the one He is showing you now.
He will guide you to the right place. He will guide you with His counsel, and He will guide you all your life. And when life is all over, He will take you to Heaven.
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If you obey God, step by step, you will have a much happier life than if you go around saying, "Nobody is going to tell me what to do." Whether you realize it or not, somebody is telling you what to do. The Devil is telling you what to do. The hippie crowd is telling you what to do. The rock and roll gang is even telling you how to dress and how long you fellows should wear your hair. You're listening to someone. Why not listen.to the Lord?
If you listen to God and stay on course, He will bring you step by step to the goal that He has for your life. In God's will, you will enjoy the greatest blessings that God has for you: the best wife, the best husband, the best home, the best school, the best church, and the best service for God. So stay on course!
Do you want God's best, or will you be foolish enough to settle for less? You get God's best when you leave the choice with Him. You can only have God's best by walking step by step in obedience to Him. Every step is important in the will of God.
Dr. Bill Rice didn't know when he went into evangelistic work that he would be the boss of a camp like this, but God knew.
Suppose somewhere along the line, Dr. Bill Rice would have rebelled against the will of God and said, "I don't want to leave my ranch life in Texas." The Bill Rice Ranch wouldn't be here tonight. And you can thank God that sitting on the platform tonight is a man who was not stubborn and resentful toward the will of God.
Thank God he said, "Lord, what do you want me to do?" And he did it. And that's why you are here tonight, and that's why this camp is here tonight. And if you will get in the will of God, stay in the will of God, and do what God wants you to do, one step at a time, who knows how God might use you someday?
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ISABEL KUNZ
Let me show you how this works out by telling you a true story.
Get the book, By Searching, by Isabel Kunz, and read it. It will cost you one pizza, but it will do you a whole lot more good. It will do you good all your life. She tells the story of how God saved her and how He led her early in life, step by step, to a Bible school, to the right man for her husband and on to the mission field.
By the way, when she told her mother that she was going to Bible school, her mother said no—but she went anyway. She was of age. She obeyed God.
When she told her mother she was called to the mission field, her mother said, "If Isabel goes to the mission field, it will be over my dead body." That's exactly what happened. The mother died before Isabel left for China.
That girl had character. She obeyed God step by step. There's a little love story in this book. Isabel worked in the dining room. After meals she carried large trays of dirty dishes and placed them on a table in the kitchen.
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At the other end of that table worked a young man named John. He scraped the scraps off the dirty dishes.
When Isabel came to school she said, "I'm not going to have any boy friends, no dates, no romance. I'm here to study and prepare for the Lord's work."
John was there for the same reason—not to find a wife, not to have dates, not to run around with girls. No sir. He was there to work, to study, to prepare for God's service.
Isabel lived in Canada. Let's illustrate:
"What do you want me to do next, Lord?"
"I want you to go to Bible institute."
"Do you, mean here in Canada?"
"No, in another country. America."
"What state?"
"A certain state."
"What city?"
"A certain city."
"In that city there are two or three schools. Which one?"
"This school."
So Isabel obeys God one step at a time and she is in the right country and in the right state and in the right city and in the right school.
She needs a job. "Now Lord, I must have a job. I believe I'll go down and get a job downtown in a restaurant where the tipping is tops I"
The Lord as much as said, "No. I don't want you to do that."
"Okay, I'll be a secretary for some millionaire."
"No. I don't want you to do that."
"Lord, what do you want me to do?"
"I just want you to stay here in school and after every meal, pile all the dirty dishes on a big platter and
27
•
carry them into the kitchen."
Now that is really a glamorous job, isn't it? I wonder if Isabel might have said, "Lord, that wouldn't be much fun just carting old dirty dishes around like that. It would be a lot more fun sitting at a typewriter all dressed up and getting a generous salary."
"Isabel, do you believe that I love you?"
"Yes, Lord, I believe you love me."
"Don't you think I know what is best for you?"
"Yes. I believe you know."
"Well, can't you trust me, Isabel?"
"All right, I'll trust you."
One day she is over there in the dining room and she brings in a big platter of dirty dishes. She walks into the kitchen and places the platter down on the table.
Just as she places that platter down she sees John at the other end of the table. Now guess what his job is. He is gooking those dirty dishes. He is standing there with one of those rubber paddles and he is gooking all the cold gravy, the taters, and the corn bread, and the okra off the plates.
Now, she had seen him before and he had seen her before, but it didn't affect either one of them much. But this day when she walked in, it was God's time for something special!
She walked in and set the platter down, and as she did so she looked up and just at that very same instant John looked down.
Oh boy! That did it!
Step by step God brought them both to the gooking table!
When their eyes met, they fell in love! Right there at that gooking table, their hearts did a flip-flop. Somebody says, "Did John run around the table and tell her?" No,
28

he didn't tell her, and she didn't tell him. Why not? He wanted to be sure first that she was the right one. He didn't go tell her. He went and told God first, and no doubt she did, too. You see, they were disciplined young people who knew what it was to wait for God's time. So they prayed about it. They weren't in school just to date, have fun, goof around and raise Cain. No. They were there on business.
Isabel tells in her book how she prayed about that man she met at the gooking table. Just think of all the times they had seen each other, but this time it was different! Here he is gooking those dishes and all of a sudden he sees her and he says, "Oh boy, look at that dish down at the other end of the table!"
At first they avoided one another. But the Lord was over-ruling in the whole thing and I can imagine the Lord was smiling and saying to Himself, "If they are too scared to talk to each other and date, I'll arrange it." So he got them together on an assignment and they officially met and later they did date. And by the way, they did marry and went to the mission field together.
God brought her step by step from another country
to this one. He brought her to the right country, to the
right state, to the right city, to the right school, and then
to the right job, and the gooking table, and John.
Do you see how every step of obedience is important?
Every step of obedience will turn out to be a big thing in your life someday: such as burning all that filthy rotten literature that you should have never bought in the first place, or smashing all your rock records, or you fellows getting your hair cut so you look like men instead of girls, or you girls learning to dress modestly, or joining the right church, or going to the right college. Anything that you know God wants you to do, do it.
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John was from Pennsylvania. I don't remember what he worked at. Let's say he worked on a dairy farm. So one morning he is out there milking the cows and singing, "Every day with Jesus is sweeter than the day before."
"What do you want me to do next, Lord?"
"I want you to go to Bible school."
Plurray! He just quit milking and took off. The cow said, "Where are you going?" And he said, "I'm going to Bible school, where do you think I'm going?" And the cow said, "Come on back and finish milking me." And he said to the cow, "Sorry, Bossy. Find somebody else, I'm going to Bible school"
I don't blame him much, I grew up on a dairy farm. We had eighteen cows on our farm and not a one of them gave milk. We had to take it away from them every Jay—twice a day.
"Where do you want me to go, Lord? There is a nice
Bible school right here in Pennsylvania."
"No, I want you to go to another state."
"What state?"
"This state."
"What city?"
"This city."
"And what school?"
"This school."
"Well now," John said, "I'm going down to get a job. I'm going down to work at the Railway Express, where a lot of the other guys work."
"No, I don't want you to do that."
"Then I'll get a job running an elevator over there for the wealthy people who live in the penthouses."
And the Lord said, "No, I don't want you to do that."
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"What do you want me to do, Lord?" (I don't mean that they carried on this audible conversation, but this is the way it worked out.) "What am I supposed to do, Lord?"
"You are supposed to stand in that hot kitchen and when they bring in the dirty dishes, you are to stand there and gook the dishes."
You see what God was doing? God had that gooking
table all set for them! They didn't know it, but God knew it!
What brought John and Isabel to this table? To this room? Of all the schools in the world, of all the rooms in the world, of all the tables in the world, how come they are in fills school, in this room, a this table at this very moment? They are both here because they have obeyed God step by step, so that at the very instant that Label looked up, John looked down—and that did it! That was all it took.
Coincidence? No, this is God's timing. An a^::;lent? How could that kind of an accident be timed to the very second? No, it was God at work! And as a result, each one got God's best for a life mate.
So, one day, here is John and he is where he is supposed to be when he is supposed to be there. Over here is Isabel and she is where she is supposed to be when she is supposed to be there, and because both of them are where they are supposed to be when they are supposed to be there—that is why they could both look in the right direction at the right time, and their eyes meet and they fall in love!
You don't have to go wondering and wandering and blundering down life's pathway and finally stumble on to someone you'll marry.
31
[image: image7.png]



That's the way a lot of people have done it. They just bumped into someone in the dark, married them, and lived to regret it.
Walk in the light of God's Word! Don't choose a partner in the dark! You'll be sorry.
John and Isabel obeyed God, one step at a time, and as a result, both of them were at the gooking table at the right time! Do you see how wonderful that is? They fell in love. They got married, and they had a wonderful ministry on the mission field.

CHAPTER FIVE
THE UNEQUAL
YOKE
Young people, are you interested in the will of God? Do you want to do what God wants you to do now? Don't worry about five years from now. Where you are five years from now—in jail, or in Hell, or maybe in Heaven, or pastoring a church, or running a camp, or traveling around in evangelistic work—might depend upon what you do here tonight. Oh, the sad stories that could be told of those who didn't want to obey God and take that next step.
A pastor told me about a seventeen-year-old girl from his church, who was keeping steady company with a young man of a false religion.
When he talked to her, she said, "Pastor, I'm so glad you love us young people. I'm grateful you care about us, and I'm so grateful that we have a pastor who is concerned about the young people enough to warn us, and talk to us about our sins and our problems. I know I shouldn't be dating this unsaved boy."
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Is that what she said? Not on your life. She just bristled like a Fuller brush and said, "Well, you don't need to think we are going to get married or anything like that."
Well, the pastor knew what might happen. If you keep steady company with somebody, the chances are you will fall in love. And if you really fall in love with someone you won't pay much attention to what God says or what your parents say, or what your pastor says.
You'll go ahead and marry, even though you know God says in II Corinthians 6:14,
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: For what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"
If God forbids you to marry an unsaved person, you ought to have sense enough not to date one. Since an unsaved person is not good for a mate, he or she is not good for a date, either.
You say, "Well, we love each other and it will all work out." Well, that girl married that boy, and it didn't work out.
To marry him, she had to renounce everything she had been taught all her life which she knew was doctrinally right. She knew the truth, but she renounced it all and took a course of study in what she knew was false doctrine in order to marry that young man. Her dad refused to walk down the aisle and give her away in marriage.
She disobeyed God and married that unsaved boy.
You had better go by the lamp on your feet. Take a look at what the light is showing you. It says, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers." That means break that engagement to that unsaved boy or girl. You
34

had better take that step, young people, or you will take a lot of other steps that will bring you a lot of sorrow. You would be wise young person if you would get down on your knees and humbly pray, "Lord, don't let me ever get involved with someone I should never marry."
Well, she married that boy and before she was twenty years old, she was back home with her parents with a broken heart, a wrecked life, a broken marriage and tears and unhappiness.
Well, you say, "Do you think God is interested in whom I marry?"
Of course, God is interested in whom you marry. And so is the Devil! If the Devil can't ruin you any other way, he'll try to ruin you by getting you to marry the wrong person. Many a young person has gotten saved, baptized, joined the right church and even gone to the right school—then backslid and married the wrong boy or girl, wrecked their lives, destroyed their happiness, and God had to throw them on the trash pile, because He couldn't use them in His service.
Next to being saved and giving your life to God, your marriage is the most important decision of your whole life. Yes, God is vitally concerned about whom you marry. Your dad is, isn't he? If you have a good dad, doesn't he care whom you marry? Of course he does.
Let's imagine that Brother Bill Renstrom's daughter, Lorraine, comes in some night and says, "Daddy, I want you to meet my fiance." And she has a nice sparkler on her finger. She's engaged.
So Bill says, "Where is he?"
"He's out there in the car."
"Well, bring him in here, we want to see him."
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So guess what she drags in. A hippie! His long dangly hair looks like a mop. He comes in and greets Dr. Billy and Ruby with a, "Beep, beep, beep, beep beep beep—hello Daddio! Cool, man, cool!"
How do you suppose Dr. Renstrom would feel about that?
He loves Lorraine. She is his daughter, and he doesn't want her life wrecked by marrying some joker who looks like a scare crow.
Your Father in Heaven has a big stake in you, young people. He doesn't want you to wreck the whole future that He has for you, just by your fooling around marrying that wrong boy or girl. Your marriage will either make you or break you. Many a man has amounted to more for God because of the spiritual, godly, praying wife God gave him. Many a man did less for God because he was married to a millstone around his neck.
God not only is interested in whom you marry, He knows who is best for you. "God always gives His best to those who leave the choice with Him."
And not only that, God wants you to have the one who is best for you!
God loves you! He wants the very best for you! The best church, the best job, the best school, the best service and the best mate!
God is not glorified in your being miserable. He is glorified in your joy. He wants you to be happy.
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CHAPTER SIX
PAKISTAN PAKISTAN? YES-PAKISTAN
Don't you want the girl or boy who will make you the best wife or husband? Of course you do. Then obey God, step by step and He will bring you to each other.
Just don't rush it! Don't go chasing around in the woods, out in the desert or in the dark trying to locate a husband or a wife. You can't keep your mind on your work or on your studies—no telling what you'll get that way!
A farm hand said to his boss, "I want to borrow your lantern."
"Why?"
"I'm going to see my girl."
"You don't need a lantern. I never took a light when I courted my wife."
"Yes, and look what you got"
Go by the light. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path."
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Follow the Word of God, young people. You'll be glad you did. What a wonderful pathway it will be! Right church, right job, right school, right mate, right calling! You talk about real happiness, this is it!
David met Bathsheba when he was out of the will of God. He sinned with her. They married and David paid for it dearly. One son raped his half sister. Her brother murdered him. Another son, Absalom, rebelled against David and tried to take the kingdom. David wept, grieved, fled, and sorrowed all the rest of his life because he married the wrong woman. He met her when he was not walking in the light of God's Word. David was out of step when he met Bathsheba.
Stay in step with God!
God is interested in every step: the church you attend, the job you take, where you go to college, the way you behave in school, your attitude at home, the way you keep your room clean, the way you dress. He is interested in every step.
He says, "I'll guide you with my counsel, I'll guide you all of your life and someday I'll take you to Heaven." You can't beat that. That is the best deal that this old world has ever heard about.
A young friend of mine who had graduated from Bible college was traveling through Iowa. He stopped to fellowship with us a few days during a series of meetings. I said, "Where are you going?"
He said, "I'm going to Pakistan."
I said, "To Pakistan?"
"That's right," he answered.
I said, "Are you married?"
"No."
'Do you have a girl?"
Kiddingly I asked,
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"No."

"You're not engaged?"
"No."
"Well," I said, "don't you think, Tom, that before you go over there to Pakistan where there aren't any girls that you should marry, that you ought to at least get a girl and get on friendly terms with her, and maybe even get married so she can go over to Pakistan with you?"
I was only kidding, but I like what he said, young people. All he said was, "I'm going to Pakistan." I knew what he meant.
He meant—"I've got my eye on that goal over there. I know where God wants me to go.
"Now everybody please get out of my way because I'm going to Pakistan. I'm not going to let a good job or a fat salary keep me from going to Pakistan. I'm not going to let some pretty doll or sentimental loved ones get in my way or get me side-tracked from the will of God. I know where God wants me and I'm going to Pakistan."
Don't you like that spirit?
A few months later, I got a letter from Tom in Pakistan. His letter began like this:
"Dear Paul,
(and then in big letters printed across the top of the letter)
"I FOUND HER!"
Whom did he find? He found the girl he married.
Where was she? Where there are no girls to marry—in Pakistan!
The Lord brought her over there from Philadelphia. I saw Tom a few years later in Pennsylvania. There was the girl that God had given him to be his wife. And he found her by going step by step in the will of God, all the way to Pakistan ... and there she was! God had her over there already!
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And everything that God has for you is found in step by step obedience to Him. Are you going to obey God? I beg of you to do so for your own good.
Ask Tom if he is glad he went to Pakistan. Ask his wife if she is glad she went to Pakistan. What if she hadn't been there when he got there? Or what if he hadn't come when she was there?
What if one of them had gotten in a big hurry and married at eighteen?
Now what is your next step? God isn't going to give you more light until you obey the light you have now.
"Thy word is a lamp to my feet." It's the lamp that shows you the light for the next step. What's your next step? To accept Christ and be saved? Take that step right now.
What's the next step? Get baptized. Then join the right church.
Maybe your next step is to obey Romans 12:1, 2.
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."
Maybe your next step is to surrender to go to a good Bible college, or answering the call to preach, or to be a missionary. Instead of fighting God about your next step and standing on one leg and arguing with God about it, will you say, "Lord, I'll take that next step"? Do it now.
My friends, God has good things for you. Do you want the best God has for you? All you have to do is to say yes to His will. You say, "I don't understand what I'm supposed to do in the future." But you understand
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what you are supposed in do now. Obey God. Do what He wants you to do now, Obey Him one step at a time, and you will know you are. Supposed to do in the future.
Will you step off broad way that leads to Hell? Will you receive the Lord Jesus right now? That's the very first step. You can’t take any more steps in God's plan for your life until you take the first one. Step over on the narrow pathway of the Christian life. There's just a few of us over here, but we’re going the right direction and Heaven waits for us at the end of the journey.
Then walk with Him in light of His Word, step by step. He'll walk with you. You'll enjoy God's best for you. You'll be glad here in this life that you obeyed God.
And you'll be glad forever in Heaven!
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