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David Brainerd
1718-1747
"Life itself appeared but an empty bubble, the riches, honors and enjoyments of it extremely tasteless. I longed to be entirely crucified to all things here below."[image: image1.jpg]



Few men have accomplished more in such a short life than did David Brainerd.  From the moment of his salvation at 21 in 1739, his life was wholly dedicated to God.  He cared not for pleasure or comfort, only for the will of God. 
 Mr. Brainerd was expelled from Yale for criticizing the worldliness of some members of the faculty.  He was deemed to be “too religious” for the then-Christian school.  
 His heart became burdened for the salvation of the Indians. At that time, there was almost no attempt being made to reach the “savages” with the Gospel.  Church leaders argued whether they even possessed souls to be saved.  Mr. Brainerd ignored their distractions and contempt and proceeded to his work. He preached all along the eastern coast, traveling thousands of miles on horseback in all kinds of weather. 
 He suffered from tuberculosis, but he refused to put his health needs above the salvation needs of the Indians. One well-known story tells how the Indians who had crept to his camp intending to kill him left him alone after a rattlesnake refused to bite him.  The next day he was accorded a warm welcome to the village, and many were saved.
  Mr. Brainerd fell in love with Jerusha Edwards, the daughter of Jonathan Edwards, but his ill health prevented them from marrying.  At the age of 29, while in Edwards’ home, David Brainerd died of tuberculosis. 
 Jonathan Edwards edited Mr. Brainerd’s diary into a book that has been used by God to challenge Christians around the world to greater service.  Among those greatly influenced by its pages were the missionary heroes William Carey and Henry Martyn.
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William Carey
1761 - 1834

"I hope, dear father, you may be enabled to surrender me up to the Lord for the most arduous, honorable, and important work that ever any of the sons of men were called to engage in. I have many sacrifices to make; I must part with a beloved family and a number of most affectionate friends. But I have set my hand to the plough."-From William Carey's letter to his father, telling him of his decision to go to the mission field."

William Carey, the "Father of Baptist Missions," was born in Paulerspury, England, in 1761. He grew up in the poverty-stricken home of a weaver. Carey early distinguished himself by his love of reading. Saved at a young age, he learned Greek so that he could read the New Testament in its original language. 
 Carey was a shoemaker by trade, but his true love was preaching the Gospel. He preached his first sermon at age 21. A church in a neighboring village soon arranged for him to come preach every other Sunday. Carey gladly walked the six miles each way to do so. 
 In 1785, convinced by his study of Scripture that their position was biblical, Carey joined the Baptist church. He became pastor of the Baptist church in Moulton in 1787. Reading the books written about the voyages of Captain James Cook to the Pacific Ocean sparked in Carey's heart a desire to reach the natives Cook described with the gospel. 
 The Baptist churches of his day were heavily Calvinistic and not interested in foreign missions. In 1792 Carey published his Enquiry Into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens. This pamphlet galvanized the churches into action, and the Baptist Missionary Society was formed. 
 In 1793 Carey made the five-month voyage to India with his wife and four small children. He founded his mission at the Dutch colony of Serampore, because the British East India Company would not allow missionaries to operate in their territory. 
 Already conversant in seven languages when he went to India, Carey learned Bengali and began translating the Bible into that language. He labored for seven years before baptizing his first native convert. But God greatly blessed his faithfulness. During the remaining 34 years of his life, thousands were saved and baptized, and the Bible was translated into 44 different languages and dialects under his supervision. 
 Carey buried his wife and two of his children on the mission field, but his devotion to the cause of Christ never wavered. He lived and died by his often quoted motto, "Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God."
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Jacob Gartenhaus
1896 - 1984

"There are many things I do not know, and there are some things I do know. One thing I do know is that the Bible is true."

Jacob Gartenhaus was born an orthodox Jew in Austria just before the turn of the century. His father was a rabbi for many years, and Jacob was raised in the strict observance of his family's religion. 
 As a young man, he came to the United States to seek his fortune. He found no peace for the empty longing in his heart. Eventually he was forced to consider the claim of Jesus Christ to be the Messiah. He studied the Hebrew Scriptures, bringing his immense training and intellect to bear on the search for the truth. At last he acknowledged Christ as Messiah and accepted Him as Saviour. 
 His family disowned him, and his former friends beat him so severely that he almost died. 
 He left for Moody Bible Institute where he was forced to use an interpreter for his classes as he still spoke no English. He was very active in evangelistic efforts toward the Jewish community. 
 Gartenhaus served as director of the Jewish Department of the Home Mission Board (SBC) for many years before he and his wife established the (independent) International Board of Jewish Missions. 
 This organization, located in Chattanooga, Tennessee, has been responsible for organizing a concerted effort to take the message of the Messiah to the Jewish population of the world. 
 Dr. Gartenhaus continued as head of the mission board until his death in 1984. On his deathbed he was asked by a nurse if he was afraid to die. He replied, "No, but there is so much more yet to be done...so much more yet to be done."
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1859 - 1936
"I love those that thunder out the Word. The Christian world is in a dead sleep. Nothing but a loud voice can awake them out of it."

Jonathan Goforth was born in Ontario, Canada in 1859.  He was reared in a Christian home, although he was not converted until he was 18.  He later testified that he had been under so much conviction at age 10 that he would have gladly been saved if someone had only told him how to accept Christ.

While attending college, he was challenged to go to China by reading Hudson Taylor’s book China’s Spiritual Need and Claims.  

With his young wife, Rosalind, Mr. Goforth went to China in 1888.  He and his wife would have eleven children, five of whom they buried on the field.  Language studies proved very difficult to him.  At one point he was nearly at the point of despair when, in answer to special prayers from their home church, he began making rapid progress.

During the Boxer Rebellion in China in 1900, Mr. Goforth and his family repeatedly were miraculously spared by God from the angry mobs.  As “foreign devils,” their lives were constantly at risk, and they had to return to Canada for a year.

When they went back to China, God opened the floodgates of blessing on their work.  Where converts had come in ones and twos, they now came in dozens and scores.  Missionary Goforth traveled across Northern China, Manchuria and Korea, and revival followed everywhere he went.

Hundreds of native Christians were trained as evangelists (and supported with Mr. Goforth’s personal money) and sent out to win souls and start churches.  When the Canadian Mission Board suffered a financial setback, the Chinese churches sent hundreds of dollars to Canada to help pay the mission board’s bills!

For the last few years of his life, Jonathan Goforth was blind due to detached retinas.  But the work continued to prosper.  In his last full year on the field (1934) he had nearly 1,000 adult converts baptized.  In 1935 he and his wife returned to Canada where he continued to travel and speak in churches until his death in 1936.
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