




JAMES WOODROW MERCER, D.D.
Dr. Jim Mercer, nationally-known evangelist and Bible conference speaker, was born and raised in Hosford, Florida.   His father, Leon Boone (“Shorty”) Mercer, was a barber and owned the general store in town.  His mother, Beatrice Solomon Mercer, was the Postmaster in Hosford for many years.  
Jim was born January 21, 1913 as the middle of five children.  As a young boy, he earned the nickname “Cotton” because of his white curly hair, and the nickname stuck with him into his adult years.  

Cotton and his three brothers, Boone, Lee and Johnny, and their sister, Bernice, went to the Liberty County public schools and stayed active with school and athletics.  During their teenage years tragedy struck the family when their father accidently and fatally shot himself.  Life was never quite the same after that.  
Cotton graduated from Liberty County High School in 1931 and soon afterward obtained a job running the Hosford town pool hall for the sheriff.  He spent his time hanging out at the pool hall and playing semi-pro baseball.
In 1934, things began to change in Hosford when a new preacher, Horace Boyd, came to town to be pastor of the Methodist church.  Pastor Boyd, a former policeman, started a nightly prayer meeting at the church.  Men would meet together to pray for an unsaved friend, and then they would go to that person’s home and talk to him about the Lord Jesus Christ.  Seventeen of those men found Jesus as their personal Savior, and a revival broke out in Hosford.  Soon those seventeen men started coming to the pool hall every night in twos and threes to talk to Cotton about his need of God in his life.  This greatly irritated him, and he soon found an excuse to leave town to get away from that group of “fanatics”!  

Cotton went to Caryville to play baseball for a semi-pro team.  While on the road with the team, he had several close calls with death and became a God-conscious sinner.  He hitched a ride back to Hosford and got to town just as the Methodist church bell was ringing for the evening prayer service.  He went into the church, and his friends helped him accept Jesus Christ as his personal Savior.
There was a change in his life, and he began to preach in churches around Hosford, furthering the revival that had begun with Pastor Boyd’s nightly prayer meetings.  He felt the call of God to become a preacher of the Gospel, and some local pastors encouraged him to attend to Bob Jones College, then located in Cleveland, Tennessee, for training and Bible study.  While at Bob Jones, Cotton continued to preach in local churches and held several revival meetings, leading quite a few people to the Lord.  It was also at Bob Jones that he met and fell in love with the College’s librarian and speech teacher, Lois Elizabeth Wilson.  They were married in Cleveland, Tennessee on May 29, 1940.
They moved to Michigan so that Jim could take a job as assistant pastor of a church near Pontiac.  He later pastored Ecorse Baptist Church in Ecorse, Michigan.  During these years their family began to grow and multiply:  Elizabeth Ann, Mary Jane, Martha Jo, James Woodrow, Jr and Sara Jill were born.  The last four comprised two sets of twins born roughly 11 months apart – so Jim and Lois had five children ages three and under!
Several years later, Jim felt God calling him to a different kind of ministry, and he left the pastorate to become an evangelist.  He and the young evangelist, Billy Graham, were close friends and decided to establish themselves in Minneapolis, Minnesota and create a center for evangelical ministry.  Jim and Lois moved their family north to “Minnesnowta” (as Jim liked to call it).  While in Minneapolis, there was one last addition to the family: John Thomas Wilson Mercer was born.  

Jim was a man who firmly believed in the power of prayer.  He said that he had learned that power from the prayers of the many men who had prayed with Horace Boyd at the Methodist Church that had ignited a revival in Hosford.  Around that time, Billy Graham was asked in a newspaper interview: “If you had an extreme need, who would you ask to pray for you?”  His quick response was, “Jimmy Mercer!”

Throughout the late 1940s and 1950s, Jim preached in many evangelistic crusades all over the United States and Canada.  He was a favorite Bible conference speaker at several Christian colleges and universities and also spoke at many Youth for Christ rallies.  Jim also began a daily radio ministry on a radio station in Minneapolis (which he relocated to Detroit in 1960).  Many of his sermons were published in the Sword of the Lord and other evangelical publications.  It was also during this time that Jim was asked to serve as a Trustee on the Board of Bob Jones University (which had moved to its present campus in Greenville, South Carolina), a position in which he served faithfully for many years.  He was also awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from his alma mater for excellence in evangelism.
With five teenagers and one in elementary school, in 1960 it was time for another move.  Jim and Lois moved their family to Pontiac, Michigan so their children could attend a Christian day school.  It was here that Jim and Lois taught their five teenagers how to drive.  There were only a few mishaps….no major accidents.  Lois started teaching in the public school system.  Even though she had earned a masters degree by the time she was 21, in Pontiac she taught during the day and went back to graduate school at night to complete the course work necessary for a second masters degree and a doctorate, and she became a guidance counselor at Pontiac Northern High School.   
Jim continued his national evangelistic ministry into his late 70s and also spent a substantial amount of time in his later years as a visiting Professor of Evangelism at Pillsbury Bible College in Owatonna, Minnesota.  His life as a preacher, evangelist and teacher spanned over 55 years.  It is a conservative estimate that over that period, he spoke directly to several million people, and God used him to lead thousands to a life-changing personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is the delight of his children to meet someone whose life has changed due to the ministry of their father.  

Jim and Lois spent their last years together in Apalachicola.  Jim went home to be with the Lord in June of 1996.  He was holding hands with his daughters, and they were all singing his favorite hymn, Amazing Grace, when he went on to his reward.  Lois went home to be with the Lord in March of 2005.  She was surrounded by her children and exchanging words of love with them when she rejoined her husband and her Lord.  They are both buried in the Hosford cemetery, within sight of the Methodist church that Horace Boyd used to pastor.

