	DOCTRINAL STATEMENT OF BROTHER CURTIS KINGSLAND:

	
	

	I.
	Verbal Inspiration

	I believe the Holy Scriptures as contained in the Old and New Testaments.  Sixty-six books in all, to be the verbally inspired word and revelation of God, inerrant, infallible and God breathed. It is the only complete and final revelation of the will of God to man. It is God's complete rule and guide for all Christians, for faith and practice. God has preserved his Word through the Hebrew Texts of the Old Testament and the Received Text of the New Testament.  I use the King James Version (as translation of choice) in all preaching/teaching, scripture reading/memory, personal/family devotions (Psalms 12:6, 7; 19:7-11; II Timothy 3:16, 17; II Peter 1:16-21) 

	
	

	
	

	II.
	The Person and Work of the Trinity

	The Scriptures teach that God exists in three persons: Father, Son and the Holy Spirit and that these three are the same in substance equal in power and glory. 

1. God the Father 

He is the first person of the Trinity. He is eternal, omnipotent (all-powerful), omnipresent (everywhere), immutable (no changing), omniscient (all knowing), holy, merciful, just, and love. (Genesis 17:1; Exodus 20:2, 3; Psalm 90:2; 99:9; 145:7; 147:5; John 4:24; 17:11) 

2. God the Son 

He is the second person of the Trinity.

a. Pre-Existence:

He has always existed. (Colossians 1:17)

b. Virgin Birth:

He is the virgin-born incarnate, only begotten, son of God, the Virgin Mary being His mother. (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25) 

c. Sinless Life:

He lived a sinless life although He was tempted in all points as we are yet He never sinned. (Hebrews 4:15) 

d. Substitutionary Death:

I believe He died for the just and for the unjust. He voluntarily laid down His life, shedding His blood on the cross to make atonement for our sins.(John 10:15, 17, 18; 13:37, 38) 
e. His Burial and Resurrection:

I believe He was buried and arose bodily from the grave on the third day and appeared to over 500 persons. (Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-4; Luke 24:1-45; John 20:1-29; I Corinthians 15:4, 12-23) 
f. His Ascension and Intercession:

I believe that He ascended bodily into heaven and is now at the right hand of the Father, interceding for the saints. (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9-11; Hebrews 7:25) 

g. His Return and Related Events:

I believe in His  pre-tribulational, pre-millennial, visible imminent return for His saints and His return approximately seven years later to reign with His saints. Matthew 24:36-44; Acts 1:10, 11; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 3:10; 19:11-16; Zechariah 14:4-11) 

3. God the Holy Spirit 

He is the third person of the Trinity. (Matthew 28:19) 

a. He has existed eternally with the Father and the Son. (Hebrews 9:14) 

b. He is the agent in the new birth. (Genesis 6:3; John 3:3-6; 6:44) 

c. His Work: 

1. He exalts Christ. (John 16:13, 14) 

2. He reproves the world of Sin, of judgment and righteousness. (John 16:8) 

3. He indwells the believer. (I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19) 

4. He seals.(Ephesians 4:30) 

5. He guides. (John 16:13) 

6. He teaches. (John 14:26) 

7. He witnesses.(Hebrews 10:15) 

8. He baptizes all believers into the body of Christ. (I Corinthians 12:12-14) 



	
	

	
	

	III.
	The Devil or Satan

	I believe that Satan was once holy, and enjoyed heavenly honors; but through pride and arrogance to be as the Almighty, he fell and drew after him a host of angels; that he is now the malignant prince of the power of the air, and unholy god of this world. I hold him to be man's great tempter, the enemy of God and His Christ, the accuser of the brethren, the author of all false religions, the chief power back of the present apostasy; the lord of the anti-Christ, and the author of all the powers of darkness; destined to final defeat at the hands of God's own Son, and to the judgment of an eternal JUSTICE IN HELL, a place prepared for him and his angels. (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:14-17; Revelation 13:13, 14; II Thessalonians 2:8-11; Revelation 19:11, 16, 20; 12:7-9; 20:1-3, 10; Matthew 25:41) 

	
	

	
	

	IV.
	Creation

	I believe in the Genesis account of creation, seven literal 24 hour day, and that it is to be accepted literally, that man was created directly in God's own image and after His own likeness; that man's creation was not a matter of evolution or evolutionary change of species, or development through periods of time from lower to higher forms; that all animal and vegetable life was made directly and God's established Law was that they should bring forth only "after their kind. (Genesis 1:1; Exodus 20:11; Acts 4:24; Colossians 1:16, 17; Hebrews 11:3; John 1:3; Revelation 10:6; Romans 1:20; Acts 17:23-26; Jeremiah 10:12; Nehemiah 9:6; Genesis 1:11, 24, 26, 27; 2:21-23) 

	
	

	
	

	V.
	The Fall of Man

	I believe that man was created in innocence under the law of God, but by voluntary transgression fell from his sin-less and happy state, in consequence of which, all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint, but of choice; and therefore under just condemnation without defense or excuse. (Genesis 3:1-6, 24; Romans 5:12, 19; Romans 3:10-19; Ephesians 2:1, 3; Romans 1:18; Ezekiel 18:19, 20; Romans 1:20, 28; Galatians 3:22) 

	
	

	
	

	VI.
	Salvation

	1. Atonement for Sin 

I believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; through the death, burial, and resurrection of the Son of God, who by the appointment of the Father, freely took upon Him our nature, yet without sin, honored the divine law by His personal obedience and by His death made a full and vicarious atonement consisted not in setting us an example by His death, but as the voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner's place, the Just dying for the unjust. (Ephesians 2:8; Acts 15:11; Romans 3:24; John 3:16; Philippians 2:7; Isaiah 53:4-7; II Corinthians 5:21; I John 2:2) 

2. Grace in the New Creation 

I believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again; that the new birth is a new creation in Christ Jesus; that it is instantaneous and not a process; that in the new birth the one dead in trespasses and in sins is made a partaker of the divine nature and receives eternal life, the free gift of God; that the new creation is brought about in a manner above our comprehension, not by culture, not by character, nor by the will of man, but wholly and solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the gospel; that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith and newness of life. (John 3:3; II Corinthians 5:17; Luke 5:27; I John 5:1; John 3:6, 7; Acts 2:41; 16:30-33; II Peter 1:4; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:1) 

3. Repentance and Faith 

I believe that repentance and faith are solemn obligations, wrought in our souls by the quickening Spirit of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of our guilt, danger and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ and openly confessing Him as our only and all-sufficient Savior. (Acts 20:21; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:37, 38; Luke 18:13; Romans 10:13; Psalm 51:1-7; Isaiah 55:6, 7; Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9-11; I Thessalonians 1:9) 

4.Justification 

I believe that the great gospel, which Christ secures to such as believe in Him is justification; that justification includes the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life in principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done but solely through faith in the Redeemer's blood, by virtue of which faith in His perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that justification brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God and secures every other blessing needful for time and eternity.  (Acts 13:39; Romans 4:5; 5:1, 2, 9) 

5.Sanctification 

I believe that sanctification is the process by which, according to the will of God, we are made partakers of His holiness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and the Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed means: especially the Word of God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness and prayer. (I Thessalonians 4:3; Romans 8:5; Philippians 2:12, 13; Romans 15:16; John 17:17) 

6.The Freeness of Salvation 

I believe that the blessings of salvation is made free to all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by a heartfelt, penitent and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but their own inherent depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. (Matthew 11:28; Isaiah 55:1; Revelation 22:17; Romans 10:13; Isaiah 55:6, 7; John 3:15, 16; I Timothy 1:15; John 3:18, 36; 5:40) 



	
	

	
	

	VII.
	The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers

	I believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God's power and are thus secure in Christ forever (Once Saved, Always Saved). (John 6:37-40; John10:27-30; Romans 8:35-39; I Peter 1:5; Philippians 1:1, 6; Jude1) 

	
	

	
	

	VIII.
	Separation

	I believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring reproach upon their Savior; and that separation from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful pleasures, practices and associations is commanded by God. (II Timothy 3:1-5; Romans 12:1, 2; II Corinthians 6:14-7:1; I John 2:15-17) 

	
	

	
	

	IX.
	The Church

	I believe that the church, which is the body and espoused bride of Christ, is a spiritual organism made up of all born-again persons... (Ephesians 1:22, 23; 5:25-27; I Corinthians 12:12-14; II Corinthians 11:2)

I believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament Scriptures. (Acts 14:27; 20:32; 28:17; I Timothy 3:1, 13; Titus 1:5-11)

I believe that a church is a congregation of baptized believers associated by a covenant of faith and fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by His laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by God’s Word; that its officers are pastors (elders, another function/name of the office of pastor) and deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are clearly defined in the Scriptures. I hold the local church has the absolute right of self government, free from the interference of any hierarchy of individuals or organizations; and that the one and only superintendent is Christ through the Holy Spirit; that every church is the sole and only judge of measure and method of its cooperation; on all matters of membership, of policy, of government, of discipline, of benevolence, the will of the local church is final. 

	
	

	
	

	X.
	Baptism and the Lord's Supper

	I believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a believer; in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; with the authority of the local church to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem of our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Savior, symbolic of our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of a church relation and to the Lord's Supper; in which the members of the church, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; preceded always by solemn self-examination. (Acts 8:36-39; John 3:23; Romans 6:4, 5; Acts 2:41, 42; Matthew 28:19, 20; I Corinthians 11:23-34) 

	
	

	
	

	XI.
	The Eternal State

	I believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment. (Matthew 25:46; John 5:28, 29; 11:25; Revelation 20:5, 6, 12, 13)

I believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, they are in heaven, awaiting the first resurrection, when the Spirit/ soul and the body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord. (Revelation 20:4-6; II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:21; 3:21; I Thessalonians 4:16, 17) 

	
	

	
	

	XII.
	Stewardship

	I believe that Christian stewardship should include the following categories:

1.Tithing: 

I believe that the Bible teaches that every Christian should give at least ten percent of his total income to the Lord's work through the local church. Anything given above ten percent is an offering seeing that is above the tithe. I Corinthians 16:2; Malachi 3:10; Leviticus 27:30; Matthew 23:23)

The church is to be financed by tithes and offerings only. There will be no church suppers, rummage sales and the like for the purposes of raising finances. 

2.Time: 

I believe that a Christian should spend a portion of his time in:
Daily prayer I Thessalonians 5:17
Daily Bible study II Timothy 2:15
Daily Witnessing Acts 1:8
Regular Church Attendance Hebrews 10:25 




XIII. Beliefs on Contemporary Issues
1. Dispensationalism

I believe that the Bible interpreted in its natural, literal sense divinely determined dispensations or rules of life which defines man’s responsibilities in successive ages. These dispensations are not ways of salvation, but rather divinely ordered stewardships by which God directs man according to HIS purpose. Three of these—the age of law, the age of the church and the age of the millennial kingdom—are subjects of detailed revelation in Scripture (John 1:17; 1 Cor. 9:17; II Cor. 3:9-18; Gal. 3:13-25; Eph. 1:10, 3:2-10; Col. 1:24, 25; Heb. 7:19; Rev. 20:2-6).

2. Ecumenism

Ecumenism is that movement which seeks the organizational unity of all Christianity and ultimately of all religions. Its principal’s advocates are the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.
3. Ecumenical Evangelism

Ecumenical Evangelism is that effort to promote the Gospel by bringing fundamentalists into an unequal yoke with theological liberals and/or Roman Catholics and other divergent groups.

4. Neo-Orthodoxy

Neo-Orthodoxy is that theological movement which affirms: the transcendence of God, the finiteness and sinfulness of man, and the necessity of supernatural  divine revelation if truth; but, while using evangelical terminology; seriously departs from orthodoxy; in accepting the views of destructive higher criticism, in denying the inerrancy of the Bible as historic revelation, in accepting religious experience as the criterion of truth, and in abandoning important fundamentals of the Christian faith.

5. New Evangelicalism (Neo-Evangelicalism, New Conservatism)

These terms refer to that movement within evangelicalism characterized by a toleration of and a dialogue with theological liberalism. It essence is seen in an emphasis upon the social application of the Gospel and weak or unclear doctrines of: the inspiration of Scripture, Biblical creationism, eschatology, dispensationalism and separation. It is further characterized by an attempt to accommodate Biblical Christianity and make it acceptable to the modern mind.
6. Reformed Theology

Reformed Theology is that system of theology which was defined at the synod of Dort (1618-1619) and then further developed by the Puritan writers. It is often defined by its Covenant Theology (the Bible’s philosophy of history defined by two or three covenants; the covenant of works, the covenant of grace, and the covenant of redemption) and/or Calvinism with its five points of doctrine as known as the acronym- TULIP. While we agree with and greatly respect the Five Solas of the Reformation (the Scripture alone is the standard, for the glory of God alone, by Christ’s work alone are we saved, salvation by grace alone, justification by faith alone), I believe this system of theology contains serious errors. Some of the erroneous doctrines which are often promoted by Reformed Theology are these: 1. Christ died as a substitute only for the elect. He did not pay death’s penalty for all men. 2. Regeneration precedes faith. That is, before a person can believe on the Lord Jesus Christ he must be born-again. One must have the life of God before he can believe. 3. Faith is the gift of God (they base this on Eph. 2:8, 9). If a person is to be saved, then God must somehow bestow this gift upon the sinner. 4. God’s moral law (The 10 Commandments) is the believer’s rule of life. 5. A sinner must acknowledge and surrender to the Lordship of Christ in order to be saved. 
7. Civil Government

Civil Government has been ordained by God and exists for the purpose of exercising justice and for the punishment of wrongdoers. Christians are to live in subjection to civil government, abiding by its laws, so long as those laws do not violate the commandments of God. (Acts 4:19, 5:28, 29; Rom. 13:1-7; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13,14).

8. Human Sexuality
All forms of sexual activity, except that which occurs between a man and women in the holy bonds of matrimony, are prohibited scripturally. This includes, but is not limited to, intercourse outside of marriage, adultery, promiscuity and homosexuality.(Ex. 20:14; Lev. 18:1-30; Rom. 1:26-32; 1 Cor. 6:9-18; I Thess. 4:1-7; Heb. 13:4)

9. Marriage

I believe that marriage is defined by God as the only union between one man and one woman. (Gen. 2:22-25; Matt. 19:4-6; Eph. 5:22, 23). 

10. Divorce and Remarriage

The Scriptures are clear that God hates divorce and intends marriage to last until one of the spouses dies. Divorced individuals, divorced and remarried individuals, or individuals married to a divorced person may not hold or be considered for the office of pastor and deacons; but such individuals may be considered on a case by case basis for certain positions of Christian service and be used by God. (Mal. 2:14-17; Matt.19:3-12; Rom. 7:1-3; I Cor. 7:10-13; I Tim 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6).
11. Abortion

Only God authors’ life and that life begin from moment of conception. Therefore, the matter of abortion is not a matter of choice, but a question of murder. God specifically prohibits murder and thus, abortion is unquestionably wrong. (Ex. 20:13; Job 3:16; Psalm 139:14-16; Isa. 44:24; 49:1, 5; Jer. 1:5; 20:1-18; Luke 1:44).

12. Men and Women

There is no respect of persons with God; all who are saved are one in Jesus Christ. There is no inequality or inferiority between men and women; however, the roles of men and women differ in God’s plan. Adherence to their respective roles, as outlined in the Bible, assures a harmonious relationship between genders and within the church that abides by God’s Word. (Acts 5:14; 8:12; I Cor. 11:3; Gal. 3:28).

13. Music
As I endeavor to honor and glorify God and edify believers, the music used for all church services shall be centered on the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The music should be orderly and appropriate with a pleasant and easily discerned melody, harmonies that create sound void of unresolved tension and discord, and rhythm that remains subordinate to the melody. I will use hymns (hymnbook) and spiritual songs that do not use rock/country/rap/other cultures musical influences in their styling that emphasize sensuality. I will strive to use music that will enhance the ministry of the church and elevate it to a position of excellence that brings glory to God. (Phil. 4:8; I Cor. 14:33; 6:19, 20; II Cor. 5:17).

14. The Ministry and Spiritual Gifts
I believe that God is sovereign in the bestowment of all his gifts; and that the gifts of evangelists, pastors and teachers are sufficient for the perfecting of the saints today; and that the speaking in tongues and the working of sign miracles gradually ceased as the New Testament Scriptures were completed and their authority became established. (I Cor. 12:4-11; II Cor. 12:12; Eph. 4:7-12). I believe that God does hear the prayer of faith, in accord with his own will, for the sick and afflicted (John 15:7; I John 5:14, 15).
