Cancel Your Retirement

 

Job 42:12

So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses."
 Many people tend to coast through the latter years of their life instead of producing.  Many people can't wait until they are retirement age in order to let up so they can relax and play.  One of the things I have noticed from the great men in the Scriptures is that they never stopped producing until they died.  Moses, Caleb, Joshua, David, Abraham and many others in the Scriptures had no retirement plans when it came to serving God.  

In the verse above, you will notice that Job cancelled his retirement plans for the latter years of his life.  Instead of riding off into the sunset of life, Job worked harder in the latter years of his life and experienced God's blessings twice as much in the latter years than he did in the beginning.  Job pushed his retirement aside until he went to Heaven.  

It is time for many who read this devotional to decide to cancel their retirement.  I'm not talking about retirement from your employment; I am talking about your retirement from serving God.  Too many Christians have retired on God when He wants to bless them if they would only continue.  The latter years of your life can be the most productive years if you would cancel your spiritual retirement plans.  

In order for God to bless the latter years of your life more than the beginning, you must first of all stop living off of your past accomplishments.  Yes, there are many who have some great accomplishments in their past, but you also have much more you could do in the future if you would cancel your retirement plans.  Job had quite the past that he could have talked about, but instead he worked throughout his latter years to see God's blessing upon his life.  If you want God to bless your latter years more than the beginning, then you must look at what you have not accomplished instead of looking at your past accomplishments.  

Furthermore, in order for God to bless Job's latter years twice as much, he had to work, and work harder than he did in the beginning.  Oh, I'm sure that he didn't have the same energy that he had in his youth, but he ignored how tired he was and worked even harder.  If you want God to bless your latter years, then you will have to work in those latter years.  God is not going to bless your latter years if you don't work.  God blesses work!  Not only must you work in your latter years, but you will also have to work harder.  I know this goes against the norm, but God is looking to bless someone who will not be the norm.  

Christian, it's time to cancel your spiritual retirement plans.  Make it your goal in life to see God bless you more in the latter years than He did in the beginning.  Yes, you will have to work hard even when you don't feel like it, but God's blessings are reliant upon your work.  In God's business there is no retirement age.  So, cancel your retirement and get busy so God can bless you more in the end than He did in the beginning.  

Remember this, you will be remembered more for what you did at the end of your life than you will for what you did during your youth.  Cancel your retirement, get to work, and watch God greatly bless your latter years.
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Hard of Hearing

 

Job 34:3

"For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat."
 
Have you ever heard the question, "Are you hard of hearing?" When I was a boy my mother would oftentimes ask me that question when I didn't do something that she had told me to do.  Me not doing what I was told to do had nothing to do with my ability to hear, but rather was due to my attentiveness to what I heard.  The reason why I was hard of hearing was because I just wasn't listening.  

 In the verse above, Elihu beckons to Job to listen to his words.  Elihu wanted Job to hear what he was saying because he believed if he would listen to what was being said, that he would change his attitude towards the Almighty.  Though Job had not done anything that was morally wrong, his ears had become hard of hearing because of the pride that he had in his heart.  

 I sometimes wonder when I preach if people are hard of hearing.  One of the hardest things a preacher deals with is trying to get those to whom he is preaching to listen to what is being said.  Many times people are hard of hearing, and that is why they end up missing out on the message God has for them.  

 Christian, one of the greatest assets that God gave to you when He created you was your ears.  You will notice that God gave us two ears to hear and one mouth to speak.  I believe this is because God wants us to listen twice as much as He wants us to speak.  Too many people talk more than they listen.  They talk more than they listen because they either want to justify what they are doing or impress people with what they know.  You would be wise to become a person who listens to what is being said.  

 Every married person needs to learn to listen to what their spouse is saying.  Every child needs to listen to what their parents are saying.  Every follower needs to listen to what their leader is telling them to do.  Every employee needs to listen to what their employer is telling them to do.  Every church member needs to listen to what their pastor is instructing them to do through the preaching of the Word of God.  

 When you listen, you will learn what to do in every situation of life.  When you listen, you will hear when people are teaching and preaching things that are contrary to the Scriptures.  When you listen, you will learn where a person stands with truth.  When you listen, you can learn the heart of another person.  There are so many advantages to listening so we should purposely listen more than we speak.  

 Are you hard of hearing?  Are you not hearing what is being said and thereby causing yourself heartache?  Whatever is causing you to be hard of hearing needs to be removed.  Remove it so that you can hear what is being said.  Remove it so that you can hear when someone is teaching something contrary to Scriptures.  Remove it so that you can improve your walk with God by hearing the words that will help you to change.  Don't be a person who is hard of hearing, but rather be a person who listens to and hears what God and others are saying to you.
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Three Determined Goals

 

Job 27:3

"All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;"
 
The test of a man's character is not what he does when times are good, but what he does when times are bad.  It is easy to do right when everything in life is easy and going smoothly, but when things are going rough and doing right does not seem to pay, is when your character is truly revealed.  Though Job had some pride issues he needed to deal with, in the verse above we learn that he never lost his character.  Even when his wife encouraged him to curse God so that he could die, he still never lost the determination to do right.  In verses 3-6, Job determined that there were three things he would do no matter how hard it would be.  

 First of all, in verse 4 he said that he would control his tongue.  Controlling your tongue will be one of the biggest battles of your life.  When everything is going well, it is not hard to control your tongue, but when adversity comes your tongue can get you into a lot of trouble.  When you and your spouse are having marital problems, it is hard to control your tongue.  When you are having a disagreement with another person, it is hard to control your tongue.  When you are being attacked and gossiped about by others, it is hard to control your tongue.  It is natural to want to say what is on your heart during rough times, but you must determine to control your tongue and not say things that you will regret later.  

 Secondly, in verse 5 Job determined that he would keep his integrity.  A person's integrity is their innocence.  Integrity is telling the truth even when the truth will hurt you.  Integrity is keeping your mind pure even when it's unpopular to have a pure mind.  Integrity is having moral character.  Integrity is staying pure even when staying pure will bring you heartache and tough times.  Christian, if you are going to keep your integrity, you will have to be determined.  Your integrity will be tested and revealed in times of adversity.  If you are going to keep a good name when times of adversity and temptation arise, you must be determined to keep your integrity no matter what you face or have to do in order to keep it.  

 In verse 6, we learn that the last thing Job was determined to do was live righteously.  It takes determination to do right when you don't feel like doing right.  This is different than keeping your integrity. Keeping your integrity is not doing wrong, whereas now Job was determined to do right.  There are many people who can say they haven't done wrong, but many of these same people can't say they have done right.  When adversity comes, it is easy to want to stop doing right, but you must be determined that you will not stop doing right even when adversity tells you to quit.  

 Christian, you should have the same goal that Job had and be determined to control your tongue, keep your integrity and live righteously.  These will not always be easy to do, but with determination you can succeed.  Be determined that, no matter what adversity you face, you will do these three things until the day you die.
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Silence is the Best Answer

 

Job 11:2

"Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be justified?"
 
Zophar the Naamathite asked the question, "Should not the multitude of words be answered?" After hearing Job talk about his situation, Zophar could not hold back what he was thinking.  He said that somebody should answer the multitude of Job's words.  Yet, what Zophar did not understand was that sometimes the best answer is no answer.  

There are times in life when you should not answer another's statements or words.  Sometimes your answer can actually fuel the conversation, actions or foolishness that is happening.  Therefore, as hard as it may be to keep your mouth shut, silence is sometimes the best answer.  There are four times when I have found that silence is the best answer.  

First of all, silence is the best answer to a person who already has their mind made up.  When someone comes to you and asks a question and their mind is already made up, then no answer would be the best answer.  Most likely the only reason a person will ask your advice when they have their mind made up is because they are hoping you will justify what they are about ready to do.  When you perceive that a person already has their mind made up, then silence is the best answer.  

 Secondly, silence is the best answer to foolish questions.  God says in Proverbs 26:4, "Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him." Jesus followed this advice when those who accused the woman caught in adultery asked Him if she should be stoned.  His answer to them was silence as He knelt down and wrote something in the dirt.  When someone asks you a foolish question, don't answer them; a foolish question doesn't deserve the right to be answered.  

 Thirdly, silence is the best answer to contentious questions.  There are some who love to start arguments.  What a person like this will do is they bait you in front of someone else who will disagree with your answer by asking you how you feel about a subject.  There whole purpose is to start an argument.  God commands us in Proverbs 17:14 to "...leave off contention, before it be meddled with." In other words, we are not to answer contentious questions.  

 Lastly, silence is the best answer to criticism and attacks.  1 Peter 2:23 says about Jesus, "Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again..." Jesus understood that the best answer to criticism and attacks is silence.  Those who criticize you and attack you want you to answer them.  You should not give them the privilege of a response even when you are right.  Most of the time the best answer to criticism and attack is silence and for you to continue doing what you know is right to do.  Your silence will silence most criticisms and attacks.  

 The multitude of words doesn't always need an answer.  In fact, God says in Proverbs 10:19, "In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise." God is teaching us that silence is the best answer to many questions.  Learn to control your tongue and keep silent in the four areas discussed, and you will find that you will be able to silence many by your silence.
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It Will Get Better

 

Job 3:2-3

"And Job spake, and said, Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived."
 
When you read the verses above, you can see that Job was overwhelmed with the tragedy that had smitten him.  Put yourself in Job's shoes for a minute, and think about what you would feel like if everything that happened to him happened to you.  Job lost his job, wealth, transportation, children, health, friends and wife.  This is quite a bit of tragedy to hit one person at one time.  I seriously doubt that there are too many people who have had all of this happen to them at one time.  

 In the verse above, we read Job's first response to everything that had happened to him.  Job's first response was overwhelming despair.  Notice that Job questioned why he was born.  When you put yourself in Job's place, you can just about feel the overwhelming feeling of despair and disbelief that had taken him.  Yet, when we read the remainder of the book, we learn that because Job did not give up, his end was better than he ever imagined.  

 Your first response to tragedy when it comes your way is very important.  There are many who will read this devotional that are either in the midst of tragedy or have just had tragedy hit them.  There are many who read this devotional that are just like Job and are overwhelmed with the tragedy that has come there way.  Let me help you with some advice to get you through what you're facing.  

 First of all, it is bad.  I am not going to try and paint a pretty picture for your tragedy because all tragedy is bad.  Though your tragedy may be bad, it is probably not as bad as you feel right now.  

 Secondly, don't react to your first feelings.  When tragedy hits, you are normally in a tailspin and really don't know how to react.  You must be careful not to react to your first feelings when tragedy hits because you are not in a good frame of mind to make decisions.  

 Thirdly, everything is not lost.  Our reaction is to think that we don't have anything else for which to live, and this is totally untrue.  You always have something for which to live, and you must not think that everything is lost.  If you will look hard enough, you can find something for which you can live.  

 Next, God is still alive!  Let me assure you, though you may doubt the existence of God at this time, He is still alive!  God is alive and He knows what you are facing right now.  In fact, God is concerned for you and will not allow more to be placed upon you than what you can bear.   

Lastly, it will get better.  When you read the end of the book of Job you realize that His end was better than he had ever imagined.  I promise you, if you are saved it will get better.  You will get through whatever you are facing right now and you must realize when you get through it that it will be better.  

 Don't despair when tragedy comes, it will get better.  Just hang in there and you will find that the initial overwhelming feeling of tragedy will subside and life will eventually get better.  It may seem bad right now, but it will get better.

Allen Domelle Ministries | PO Box 19 | Inwood | WV | 25428
Which Law?

 

Esther 1:8

"And the drinking was according to the law; none did compel: for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that they should do according to every man's pleasure."
 
A very important principle is being taught in this verse that many Christians seem to miss. In this verse, the importance of deciding which law to obey is taught.  Let me explain by telling you the story.  

 King Ahasuerus planned a party and invited many of the leaders of Babylon to this great event.  In the verse above it says that the king allowed everyone to drink alcohol "according to the law." According to the law of Babylon, it was legal to drink alcohol to a certain degree.  The problem with this law is that it disagreed with the law of God.  Though in Babylon it was legal to drink alcohol, God's law still says it is sin.  

 Proverbs 23:29-31 says, "Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright." You can see in this verse that it is wrong for anyone to have wine or alcohol of any type. In this verse, God even commands us not to look at it.  It was wrong for this nation to legalize alcohol.  

 We must always realize that just because man's law says something is right does not always make it right.  When man's laws disagree with God's laws then man's laws are wrong, and God's laws are right.  God says in Romans 13:1, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God." Whenever man's laws are in direct contradiction with God's laws, we should always obey the higher power, which is always God's law.  

 For instance, just because a nation may have legalized sodomy does not make it right.  According to God's law sodomy is still wrong and should not be an accepted act or lifestyle. Likewise, when a husband tells a wife to do something that is against Scriptures, then the wife should obey the Scriptures, even if her husband tells her to do the wrong.  In any situation, whenever man's laws disagree with God's laws, we are to always obey God's law.

 Whatever the situation is in your life, remember to always obey the laws of God.  Our first obedience should be to God.  Though we may seem disobedient to man, God will honor us if we obey Him.  Yes, there may be consequences to disobeying man's laws, but God is the higher power Whom we should always obey.  Whenever you place man's laws above God's laws that is idolatry.  Stay in subjection to the laws of God at all times and you will find His blessings upon your life.
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The Ideal Worker
Exodus 36:1

"Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded."
Finding the ideal worker in any walk of life is never an easy task. When you ask employers how hard it is to find the ideal worker, you will find that many of these employers are frustrated in finding someone who is the ideal worker.

When God commanded Moses to build the tabernacle, He gave him a man who was an ideal worker. Bezaleel would be coveted by every employer today if he were alive. There is no doubt in my mind that the tabernacle of the LORD would not have become what it did without Bezaleel. Let me show you several things about this man that made him the ideal worker.

First, he was a wise worker. You will notice in the verse above that the LORD gave Bezaleel wisdom to "...know how to work..." Bezaleel was not careless about his work. He used wisdom to build the instruments of the tabernacle and to accomplish the work in the best possible way. You should strive to be wise as you work. Don't be careless on the job, but be wise in your work habits so you can accomplish more for God and your employer.

Second, he worked well with others. In Exodus 38:22, you will read that Bezaleel worked with a man named Uri. His ability to work with others helped the work to go smoother. There is nothing worse than trying to get people to get along on the job. If you want to be an ideal worker, then you need to learn to work well with others. No, they may not always do things the way you would do them, but they can help you and the one for whom you are working to accomplish the task in a greater way.

Third, he was a willing worker. In Exodus 35:21 you will see that God used him because he was willing. Bezaleel didn't have the attitude that he had to do God's work, but he had the attitude that he was privileged to do God's work. When you get past the "Got to" attitude and get to the "Get to" attitude concerning your work for the LORD and your employment, then you will find that the work you perform will be more enjoyable. When people enjoy what they do, they will produce a better product.

Fourth, he was a self teacher. In the verse above, you can see that Bezaleel never stopped learning. In order to get wisdom in an area, you must be willing to learn about that area. An ideal worker will continue learning about the area in which they work. The reason for this is so that they can do what they are supposed to do in a better way. Never stop learning about what you are supposed to do. Be a self teacher, and motivate yourself to improve your education in the area of your work.

Fifth, he followed instructions. In Exodus 39:21, Bezaleel did everything that the "...LORD commanded Moses." This means that Moses gave Bezaleel the instructions on how to do the work. Bezaleel humbly followed the instructions given to him. Ideal workers are one's who will follow instructions. Don't be one who makes your own rules, but follow the instructions given to you.

Last, he was a finisher. In Exodus 39:43, you will see that the work was finished. Ideal workers finish what they start. Whenever you start a project, be one who finishes it. Don't leave projects unfinished.

Ideal workers are hard to find. Let those with whom you work feel that they have found an ideal worker in you.
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Correcting Character Flaws
2 Chronicles 20:35

"And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who did very wickedly:"
Jehoshaphat had several good qualities for which he could be commended, yet he had one major character flaw that controlled him to his death. His character flaw was that he yoked up with heathens in many of his endeavors. He must not have realized that he would be destroyed by this flaw because he never tried to correct it.

Everyone has character flaws. Though some character flaws are more obvious than others, we all have them. It is important that you deal with your character flaws sooner rather than later, for if you avoid dealing with them, then you may find that they will be your destruction. It doesn't matter how strong you feel that you are, your character flaw may be the thing that ultimately brings you down if you don't deal with it. Let me give you several ideas on how to correct your character flaws.

First, identify your character flaw. This is the first step in correcting it. Burying your head in the sand about your flaw does not help you. Just because you bury your head in the sand does not change the affects that your character flaw has on your life. The sooner you identify what your character flaw is, the sooner you will be able to correct it.

Second, realize that correcting your character flaw is the key to discovering your potential. The biggest hindrance that keeps you from reaching your potential is your character flaw. You may already be excelling in life, but imagine how much further you could go if you would correct your character flaw. Your potential will never be realized until you correct the flaw in your character.

Third, spend time with people who don't have the same character flaw. This is important for the fact the eventually you will become like those with whom you spend time. This is why it is important to recognize your flaw, for until you recognize it you cannot find the right people with whom you need to spend time. Let me caution you to not spend much time with those who have the same character flaw as you do. This will hinder you from correcting it.

Fourth, don't give yourself excuses. One of the biggest reasons why people don't correct their character flaws is because they give excuses as to why they have it. The biggest reason why you have your character flaw is because you have chosen to be that way and have done nothing to correct it. Don't allow yourself to make excuses for your character flaw.

Fifth, realize it will be a long process. It won't be a few months of work to correct your character flaw, but it will most likely take several years to completely overcome it. For some, it will be a lifelong battle. So don't expect a quick fix. Realize you are in this for the long haul.

Sixth, learn about the subject that is opposite to your flaw. The biggest way to empower yourself to start correcting your flaw is to learn how to do the opposite. When you start doing the opposite, then you will start correcting your flaw.

Seventh, take action to change your flaw. Learning about it is not enough. You must take action to correct it. You may have to break it down to conquer a little at a time, but immediately take action to correct your character flaws.

 Finally, ask God to help you correct your flaws. He wants to help you, but He will not impose upon you. Without His help you will continue to struggle. Ask God to give you wisdom to know how to correct your sin and to give you strength to overcome it.
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