A Wench in the King's Business

 

2 Samuel 17:17

"Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by Enrogel; for they might not be seen to come into the city: and a wench went and told them; and they went and told king David."
 
One of the greatest battles that David fought in his life was the rebellion that came from his own son Absalom.  When you read the story, the Scriptures say that the conspiracy was so strong that many in Israel left David to follow Absalom.  One man who was loyal and stayed with David was Hushai.  Hushai was a counselor in David's administration.  When Hushai came to follow David, he asked him to stay with Absalom as a spy so that he could know what to do.  When Absalom asked Hushai for advice on the war, Hushai gave him false counsel to help save David's life.  

 

Here is what I want you to notice from the verse above.  Hushai needed to get the information to King David, and the Scriptures say that he used a wench to deliver the message to the messengers of the king.  A wench is a young prostitute woman.  Here is a woman of ill fame, but still the king could use her.  Here is a woman whose name we do not know, all we know about this woman was her scarred past, but the king could still use her in his service.  

 

There are many who read this devotional whose pasts are scarred by sin.  The truth is, some who read this will have a hard time overcoming their scarred past, but let me encourage you that the King can still use you in His service.  Just in case you are wondering what King I am talking about, I am talking about King Jesus.  

 

Yes, some of the scars of your past are so great that you may never be able to cover them up, but God wants you to know that He still wants to use you in spite of your scarred past.  Sure, those scars may be embarrassing, but you are useful to the King.  If your past is like that of this wench, don't let the Devil shame you into believing that God could never use you.  Oh, there is some place that God can use you in His service.  In fact, let your scarred past motivate you to do more for God than you did for that which gave you those scars.  

 

In closing let me say to everyone, don't allow those who have a scarred past keep you from using them.  Stop thinking that you are better than they and realize it is only the grace of God that kept you from having those same scars.  No, they may not be able to be used to the degree of those who don't have the scars, but they can still be used, and used in a great way.  Don't let the ugliness of those scars keep you from seeing the potential of God's power in their life.  Look beyond the scars and see a person whom God has changed with His mighty power and grace.  

 

We can all thank God that He is willing to use us in spite of the scars that sin has left in our lives.
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Disappointment is Your Fault

 

2 Kings 5:13

"And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?"
 The story from the verse above is about Naaman, a Syrian captain, who had the dreaded disease of leprosy.  In the house of Naaman was a young Israelite maid who told her mistress that she wished Naaman could go to the Prophet Elisha and be healed of his leprosy.  When Naaman learned of this, he sent a letter to the king of Israel enquiring how he could be healed of this dreaded disease.  When the king of Israel received this letter, he was troubled thinking that Naaman sent this letter to find fault against Israel.  Yet, when Elisha heard of the letter, he told the king to send Naaman to his house.  

 

When Naaman arrived at Elisha's house, this great prophet told Naaman through a messenger to go and wash in the Jordan River.  When Naaman heard what he had to do to be healed, he was disappointed that the prophet didn't come out and do some great work on him. Naaman's disappointment happened because he came with higher expectations of what he thought the Prophet Elisha would do.  Naaman would never have been disappointed if he had not come with expectations.  

 

Many times people quit different things because of disappointment.  People will quit a church because they are disappointed with the church.  People will end their marriage because they are disappointed with their spouse.  People will quit serving God because they are disappointed with God.  On and on we could go telling of all the things that people have quit because of their disappointment.  

 

The only reason why you would ever be disappointed is because you go into a relationship, or start attending something with unrealistic expectations.  If you wouldn't set your expectations so high, then you would never become disappointed with people or relationships.  Every person you have become disappointed with is because you had higher expectations for that person than what you should.  Every relationship you have ever been disappointed with is because you went into that relationship with higher expectations than you should have.  

 

The greatest way to avoid disappointment is to avoid setting expectations for others. You should avoid setting expectations for others because you cannot control what they do. The only person you should ever set expectations for is yourself.  You can only control your own actions; therefore if you ever become disappointed with anyone it will be yourself.  If you want to avoid being disappointed with people or organizations, then stop setting expectations for them.  When going into a relationship with a person or organization, the only one whom you should set expectations for is yourself; thereby you can avoid being disappointed with any person or organization.  

 

Remember, disappointment occurs because you set expectations for others instead of yourself.  Avoid setting expectations for others and you will avoid disappointment.
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Lessons from Experience

 

1 Kings 20:22

"And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and said unto him, Go, strengthen thyself, and mark, and see what thou doest: for at the return of the year the king of Syria will come up against thee."
 

Experience is one of the greatest teachers from which we can learn.  We can learn from the experience of those who have gone before us.  We can learn from the experience of those around us.  We can also learn from our own experiences.  Experience is a great teacher because it shows us what to do and what not to do.  If a person will learn from experience, then they can avoid many dumb and hurtful mistakes.  

 

In the verse above, God told Ahab to write down how he defeated the Syrian army because he was going to have to fight them again.  The Syrian army had become very proud in their ways, and God used Ahab to do His service in destroying this wicked nation.  When God told Ahab to write down how he defeated them, He wanted him to learn from experience and do it over again.  God knows that if something works one time it will work again.  

 

Experience needs to be your teacher.  When I say experience, I am talking about several different things.  First of all, you need to let the experienced in an area teach you how to do things.  There are some who have already walked down the road that you are walking, and you need to let them teach you how to walk down that road.  Many times in my life I have found people who are older and have allowed them to let their experience teach me how to walk in certain areas of my life.  For instance, let those who are experienced in marriage help you to have a good marriage.  Let those who are experienced in your walk of life help you to be successful in your walk.  Let those who are experienced in your age group help you to get through your current stage of life.  Learn from those who have walked where you are currently walking.  

 

Secondly, let the experience of the past teach you.  History is a great teacher from which all of us can learn.  Too many people think they are smarter than history only to find out that they should have followed history's advice.  Be careful that you don't think that you're smarter than history.  There is a reason why history is a good teacher, because those in history have tried and proven or failed at what we are currently attempting to do.  Don't fall trap to the idea that you are the exception to the rule.  You might be the exception, but you would be wiser to follow history's lessons.  

 

Lastly, learn from your own experiences.  Each of us has experiences that can teach us how to do certain tasks of life.  If you have been down the same road which you are currently walking, then let your experience on that road become your teacher.  

 

Be careful in your life not to ignore the lessons of experience.  Experience is the best teacher from which anyone can learn.  Don't ignore its lessons!  Don't try to change what has been proven successful through experience!  Keep doing what experience teaches you to do and you will find less heartache and more success by following its lessons.
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The Roles of Organization

 

1 Chronicles 9:28

"And certain of them had the charge of the ministering vessels, that they should bring them in and out by tale."
 
The importance of organization can never be stressed enough.  The potential of a person, ministry or business is highly influenced by the degree of organization.  I have said many times that great organization can camouflage poor personality, but a great personality cannot camouflage poor organization.  A person, ministry, organization or business will only rise to the degree of their organization.  Therefore, organization is highly important.  

In the verse above, God organized the children of Israel by giving each person a duty to perform in David's kingdom.  Part of the reason why David's kingdom was so great was because the kingdom was organized.  Not only did the leader organize the kingdom, but the people also worked well in the roles of organization that were set up.  

It is very important for any organization or person to be organized in order for God to use them in a great way.  Yes, God can work in each of these even when they are disorganized, but He can work in a greater way if they are organized.  There are three things that are important for proper organization.  

First of all, everyone must know what their area is.  Many times organization fails because those involved never clearly understood their duties or area.  If leaders want to be successful in organizing their work, then they must clearly define the duties of those underneath them.  When people don't have a clear understanding of their role or area, then they will end up being frustrated and disorganized.  

Secondly, everyone must stay in their area.  When your areas of responsibility have been clearly defined, then you must be careful to stay in your area and not interfere in another's area.  When people get out of their defined area of responsibility, then organization is hindered. It is highly important for everyone to understand the importance of staying in their areas of responsibility.  Leaders must demand people stay in their defined areas of responsibility and the people must stay in those defined areas.  

Lastly, everyone must be dependable in their area.  One of the things that will help an organization to be successful is for those who hold duties to be dependable people who can be trusted to complete their task.  A leader can try to organize their work, but unless the people are dependable in their areas of responsibility, then the organization will fail.  

When each of these are accomplished, then great strides towards a great work can be made.  Be sure that you clearly know what your duties are at work or church.  Then, be sure to stay in your area of responsibility and be dependable to complete your duties.  By following these three pieces of advice, you can help your leader to better organize the work of which you are a part.  

 

Remember, the better a work is organized the greater are the works that can be done for God.  Allow God to greatly bless the work in which you are involved by doing your part in being organized.
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The Influence of a Single Mother

 

2 Kings 22:1

"Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath."
 
The influence of a mother upon a young man's life is oftentimes very great.  When you study great men in history, you will quite often hear of the influence that their mother had upon their life.  Unfortunately, there are many great men in history who were reared in a single parent home due to terrible circumstances.  I think of President Ronald Reagan who was influenced greatly by his mother because his father was a drunk.  His mother reared Dr. Jack Hyles, the man whom God used to build the largest Sunday school in the world, because his father left them for his alcoholic ways.  In these men's lives the influence of a single mother was tremendous.  

In the verse above we learn that a single mother reared Josiah.  Josiah's mother Jedidah was left to rear him alone after her husband was murdered. Jedidah's influence on Josiah was a large part of why he became the great king that he was.  How important it is for mother's to be godly and to rear their children right.  This mother, without a living husband, molded a young man who, other than king David, was the best king in Judah's history.  Even when he became a grown man, her influence on his life steered him in the right direction. Let me quickly show you some attributes about this lady that every parent should try to emulate.  

First of all, she did right in spite of her husband's lifestyle.  Even though her husband lived a wicked lifestyle, she did right.  When your spouse lives a lifestyle that can be detrimental to the spirituality of your children, it is very important that you continue to do right.  Don't let the wrong influences around you stop you from living right.  

Secondly, she pointed her son to proper role models.  In verse 2 you see that she used David as a role model for her son to copy.  When you can't point your children to your spouse as a role model, instead of tearing down your spouse you can point your children to people who are good role models.  

Thirdly, she reared Josiah in a firm manner.  You will notice that Josiah did not turn to the right or left hand.  This shows us that his mother was firm in rearing him.  Parents need to be firm in the rearing of their children.  Doing right is not an option, it should be expected.  Just because your children have to go through rough circumstances because of an unfortunate home situation does not mean you should let up in your expectance of them doing right.  You must always expect your children to do right in spite of the adverse circumstances in which they live.  

Lastly, she didn't let the obstacles of life stop her.  Though this lady faced great obstacles with a heathen husband and later as a single mother, she kept on going and overcame her obstacles.  One of the greatest things you can teach your children is to overcome the obstacles that life gives you.  Obstacles will come, and you must not let them stop you.  How you face your obstacles will show your children how they should face obstacles in their life.  

Every parent needs to take the examples of Jedidah's life and follow them.  Furthermore, every single parent needs to take courage in the fact that you can still rear godly children in spite of the circumstances that you face.  The future of your child may be determined by how you face your obstacles.  Parents, use your obstacles as an opportunity to train your children to do great things for God. 
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Forgotten Manners

 

2 Kings 17:26

"Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the God of the land."
 
One of God's repeated commands to Israel was to teach their children the manners and customs of God.  In Deuteronomy 11:18-21, God commanded Israel to teach these manners to their children in the house, and as they walk through the streets, when they go to bed at night and when they wake up in the morning.  God commanded them in these verses to write His commands upon the doorposts of their homes. The whole purpose for this was so that every generation would know the manner in which God wanted them to live.  

 In the verse above we find that there was a generation that failed to follow this command. It says about Israel that they "...know not the manner of the God of the land..."  What a sad statement!  If any people should have known the commands and manners of God, Israel should have known them.  Yet, somewhere someone did not take the time to pass along these manners to their children, and the result was bondage.  

 I find there were three reasons why these people did not know the manners of God.  First of all, the parents didn't teach the manner of God to their children.  For whatever reason, the parents either forgot or did not think it was that important to teach the manner of God to their children, thus, a whole generation did not know them.  

 Secondly, the preachers didn't preach the manner of God.  Most likely the manner of God was not a popular subject to preach.  Most likely the manner of God was controversial, and not politically correct.  So, instead of preaching the manner of God, these preachers preached a feel-good, easy listening sermon that eventually led God's people into bondage.  

 The third reason was someone decided to change their history and the manner in which they did things.  Someone probably thought they had a better way than God, and that better way led to Israel's bondage.  

 Christian, God has a manner of how He expects you to live.  It is not our place to try and change this manner.  Whether or not we like it is not the issue; it is commanded by God to follow.  Beware of preachers and people who change the manner of God.  O, those who try to change the manner of God will always color-coat their change by saying they are trying to improve upon what you are currently doing, but you cannot improve upon the old-time religion.  Be careful that you don't let the old-time religion cease to exist in your nation or church because you don't teach it to your children.  

 The first responsibility of passing along the old-time religion is to the parents.  Then the second responsibility of passing along the old-time religion falls upon the preachers.  Let's be careful that we are not the generation that fails to teach the manner of God to the next generation.  Let's teach it, live it, talk about it and pass it along so that it will not be said about the next generation that they don't know the manner of God.
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Preparing for the House of God

 

1 Chronicles 22:5

"And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be builded for the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly before his death."
 
In the latter years of David's life, he became concerned that the LORD did not have a house on Earth in which to dwell.  David knew that a place built for the LORD could not contain His presence, but he wanted a place that could be called the LORD's house.  Because of this concern, the Scriptures say that David spent his latter years preparing for this house that would be built during Solomon's reign.

 

How important it is for every Christian to spend their week preparing for every church service.  Though the church building in itself is just a building, I do believe that we should make preparations to go to church because we are going there to meet with the LORD.  To better prepare yourself for every service, there are several things you can do.

 

First of all, you should plan to be in church.  Being faithful to every service should not be a decision you have to make on a weekly basis.  Attending the church services should be a part of your weekly schedule.  You should never have to ask yourself whether or not you are going to church this week, this should already be decided because the Scriptures command you to faithfully attend church.

 

Secondly, you can prepare yourself for the church services by living right throughout the week.  I know this may sound a little strange, but living a clean life throughout the week will help you to have a better experience at church.  Living right will help you to get more out of the services. It will also allow you to have a clear conscience when you are at church.

 

Thirdly, prepare to go to church by working to bring someone with you.  If you want to make the church services personally exciting, then bring someone with you to church.  When you bring converts that you led to Christ to church, it will cause you to enjoy the church services in a greater way.

 

Fourthly, prepare yourself to go to church by deciding to participate when you are there.  Don't go to church to simply be there, go to church to participate.  Decide before you ever get to church that you will whole-heartedly sing and respond during the preaching time, and use the altars at the invitation time.  Deciding to do this will help you to get the most out of the church service.

 

Lastly, prepare your heart and spirit to go to church by asking God before you go to do a work in your heart.  One thing I always do before I go to church is I ask God to speak to my heart during the preaching time.  I don't just show up and hope that God is going to speak to me, I prepare my heart by asking God in prayer to speak to me.  You can prepare your heart for church by spending time in prayer asking God to speak to your heart.

 

Every time you go to church it should be a great experience.  It will only be great if you prepare yourself for your time at church.  Having a great experience at church is not just the preacher's responsibility, but it is also your responsibility to prepare yourself for church. As David prepared for the house of the LORD before it was built, you should prepare yourself for church before you are there.  Your time at church will be more fulfilling if you will prepare prior to the service.  Follow the suggestions above to make your church services a more spiritual and enjoyable time every time you attend.
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The Sign of a Good Heart
2 Chronicles 31:5
"And as soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the tithe of all things brought they in abundantly."
One of the hardest things that you will ever accomplish is to perceive the heart of an individual. It is hard to see someone's heart for we cannot see what is on the inside. Only God can see what is truly in a person's heart. Yet, though we cannot see a person's heart, we can see the results of what is in their heart, which will tell us what kind of person they are. Knowing the heart of a person is important if you are going to put trust in them.
In the verse above, God gives us a good recipe to see if a person has a good heart. In the midst of a national revival, Hezekiah commanded the people to give a portion of then" living to the Levites in order to encourage them to continue doing their work in the temple. The verse above shows us that these people immediately obeyed Hezekiah's command and brought in abundantly for the priests and the Levites. The actions of these people show us how to determine the heart of an individual.
First of all, these people didn't question the king's command. When you give a command or duty to someone and they question why you want it done or why they have to do it, then that person's heart is not with you. When someone has a good heart, they won't question authority.
Secondly, these people immediately obeyed the king's command. The key word is "immediately." When you give a responsibility to someone, watch and see if they immediately obey or if they put it off. The timeliness of their obedience will show you their heart. Those who have a good heart understand the importance of immediate obedience.
Thirdly, these people didn't just try to get by with doing the minimum; they went beyond what was expected of them. Likewise, in determining the heart of an individual, you can see what their heart is like by whether or not they do the minimum of what is expected or if they go well beyond what is expected. Those who do only what is expected should not be trusted with responsibility.
Lastly, these people gave their best. If you want to see the heart of an individual, look at whether or not they give their best to their tasks. If they don't give their best effort in everything they do, then they should not be trusted with position.
Whether you are a business owner, pastor, church leader, school teacher, school administrator or parent, follow the guidelines above to find out the heart of those whom you lead. These guidelines will show you a person's heart so that you may determine whether or not you can trust them. You may not be able to see their heart, but their heart will certainly display itself through the actions mentioned above.
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